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Abstract

In building culture-based tourism we should realize that culture is a process of internalizing values that 
have been going on for a long time in society. The awareness that tourism in not only a commercializa-
tion of cultural values should be realized by the actors who works in that sector. So far, Gianyar Regency 
has an important role in implementing cultural-based development in Indonesia. The support from the 
local government also contributed greatly to introducing the local wisdom of the local community. The 
Regent of Gianyar is one of the Heads who is active in inviting academics, the private sector and the lo-
cal community to utilize regional assets such assubak, Balinese dance, handicraft, and other cultures to 
develop and disseminate uniqueness and excellence heritages of Gianyar on a local, national and global 
scale. Through a qualitative descriptive method study, the authors describe Gianyar’s diplomatic effort 
to promote its heritage to people in Indonesia and also abroad.
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1. Introduction
The city is an area with high population density. City dwellers have diverse economic levels, 

heterogeneous cultures, more individualistic and materialistic lives. The city has a more modern atmo-
sphere, and becomes the center of government and business. People come to the city to look for a more 
decent living. But with the increasing number of people who are urbanizing, it has an impact on the 
physical condition of the city and its citizens. Not everyone can live well in the city. Citizens who can 
control economic resources become elite class, then followed by the middle class who fill a large part of 
the city population and the proletariats who try to survive with minimum income. The activities of these 
three groups can cause problems to the city, including the problem of garbage, pollution, slums, density 
of community settlement, traffic jam and other things. 

Increasingly uncontrolled urban development with increasing number of residents, hotels, modern 
shopping centers, and  slums makes the city chaotic. City observers think that it is necessary to organize 
the city so that the city is not only an inanimate object without meaning but city has the soul like the 
soul of life, then the idea of making a heritage city arises. Heritage city means that urban development 
does not only prioritize business and commercial purposes, but it is accompanied by the preservation of 
historical buildings which have important meaning to the history of the city’s development. Protection 
and preservation are not only carried out for historic buildings, but also for the natural and environmental 
conditions of the city. City conservatin is growing rapidly and attracts various disciplines. This starts 
from the concern that the city must have an identity by not only accommodating economic interests but 
also appreciating the role of culture.

Gianyar as a city in Bali with significant economic growth understands that modernization and 
development pressure can erode cultural heritage. The Government of Gianyar responds by maximizing 
all of its stakeholders to keep the city’s assets both physical and non-physical. These assets relate to the 
identity of Gianyar as a city of art. To make its position stonger in global arena, Gianyar also proposes 
itself as a member of OWHC (Organization of World Heritage Cities). This organization is a forum 
formed by mayors and regional heads of heritage cities that have at least one world heritage site that is 
recognized by UNESCO. After following a rigorous selection, finally Gianyar was chosen as a member 
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of OWHC. By becoming a member of OWHC, Gianyar has a forum for diplomacy to other OWHC 
members to introduce the peculiarities of Gianyar. In addition, tobe a OWHC member, Gianyar should 
continually build positive image to the another OWHC member that Gianyar is seriously preserving, 
developing and exploring the richness of their cultural heritage. Besides, The Government of Gianyar is 
also doing some actions to attract tourists who have been interesting in visiting the heritage city. There-
fore, through this research, it will be discussed further about the Gianyar heritage city as a media for 
cultural diplomacy.

2. Research Methods
This study used descriptive qualitative method. The primary data obtained through in-depth in-

terviews with expert staffs, the Gianyar Cultural Service’s staffs and art activists. Secondary data were 
obtained through library sources, including documents (books and magazines) which explains the par-
ticipation of Gianyar in Organization World Heritage Cities (OWHC). The data collection techniques 
carried out by using in-depth interview with key informants and documentation techniques from written 
sources. The analysis of data was carried out using descriptive analysis techniques. At this stage the 
primary from interviews are combined with secondary data derived from supporting documents. Data 
analysis uses theoretical framework from cultural diplomacy and cultural heritage. Furthermore, the 
results of this analysis will be presented qualitatively.

3. Finding and Discussion
Gianyar as a heritage city has the potential inheritance consisting of natural heritage, cultural heri-

tage and saujana heritage. City of art carried out by Gianyar because there are various types of art thrive 
in this area. Many monumental artworks were born, ranging from painting, dancing, and art. This iden-
tity is used as the spirit of the development of heritage city of Gianyar. The unique cultures which most 
of them are coming from artworks makes Gianyar different from other heritage cities. The beginning of 
Gianyar’s revitalization as a heritage city began with the appreciation of three types of Balinese dances 
as World Cultural Heritage namely wali dance, bebali dance and bebalihan dance. The dances include in 
Wali dance are Sanghyang Dance, Rejang Dance; Baris Upacara Dance. Then bebali dance are Gambuh 
Dance, the drama of Wayang Wong Dance and Sidakarya Dance, and the last dance is bebalihan dance 
are Barong Ket Dance, Legong Dance and Joged Bumbung Dance.

 The city of Gianyar shows its concern to revitalize the city and increase cultural activities. At the 
245th anniversary of Gianyar in 2016 Gianyar, it declares its wish and preparation as a member of world 
heritage city. JKPI’s decision based on Decree number: Skep / 04 / RakernasII / IV / 2011 strengthen 
the status of Gianyar as Heritage City in Indonesia along with five other regency/cities in Bali which 
are: Denpasar, Gianyar, Karangasem, Buleleng, Bangli. After making a submission to Quebec, Canada 
and through a rigorous selection, then on April 12, 2017 Gianyar holds the title as a member of OWHC. 
Currently there are 280 members of OWHC. In Indonesia there are three cities become members of the 
OWHC, which are Surakarta (2008), Denpasar (2013), and Gianyar (2017) (Tina. 2017). After held the 
status as a  member of OWHC, it becomes a good bargaining power for Gianyar to increase visits of 
tourists who have recently begun to be interested in visiting areas that maintain their cultural heritage. 
As a heritage city, Gianyar has a number of inheritances that can be grouped into three, namely: cultural 
heritage, natural heritage and saujana (mixing natural and cultural) heritage. Most of heritage in Bali are 
located in Gianyar. To be included in the list of cultural heritage recognized by UNESCO is determined 
based on the values of excellence (Outstanding Universal Value) (Ardhana.k: 2016). 

Most of cultural heritage possessed by Gianyar are located along the Pakerisan and Petanu Water-
sheds and in the villages between the two rivers. These villages are Pejeng Village and Bedulu Village. 
The cultural heritage found in the two villages are hundreds of statues. The statue are stored in temples 
and are purified by the community so that their existence are very well maintained (Geriya, et al, 2013, 
in Bharata, 2015). Cultural heritage in the Pakerisan River are Pura Tirta Empul (Tampaksiring), (Goris, 
1954 and Damais, 1955, in Ardika, et al, 2013), the Mengening Temple (Tampaksiring), the Gunung 
Kawi Cliff Temple (Tampaksiring), the Kerobokan Cliff Temple (Pejeng), the Measuring-Size Temple 
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(Pejeng), Tebing Tegallinggah Temple (Bedulu), Bitra relief (Gianyar), and ends at the Masceti Temple 
in Masceti Beach (Blahbatuh). Whereas in the Petanu River the cultural heritage site is Gua Gajah. It 
was the alcuturation between Hindu and Buddhis. They are the legacy of the Warmadewa dynasty. Other 
important cultural heritage around the Pakerisan and Petanu watersheds are temples namely Pagulingan 
Temple, Tirta Empul Temple, Mengening Temple, and Gunung Kawi Temple. In addition to cultural 
heritage, Gianyar also has a saujana heritage, namely subak, which are Subak Kulub Atas, Subak Kulub 
Bawah, and Subak Pulagan which currently holds satutus as a World Cultural Heritage (WBD) (Govern-
ment Of Gianyar, 2012: 6).

To maintain its title as a world heritage city, Gianyar is not only preserve the tangible heritage 
but also the intangible one, which are, Balinese language, ancient Javanese language, kawi language, 
sanskrit language, religious ceremonies and rituals, ways and systems of worship, nguopin tradition 
(gotong royong), the tradition of corpse burial, mapeed tradition, makiis tradition, knowledge of tradi-
tional medicine, traditional building methods, traditional technology, literary arts (kakawin and kidung), 
performing arts (dance, percussion, puppet arts, and theater arts), fine arts (traditional building art, sculp-
ture, and painting), and others.

The Gianyar ] Government realizes that the preservation of tangible and intangible heritage must 
be supported by other efforts to introduce the uniqueness and superiority of Gianyar in the national and 
international spheres, so that the government of Gianyar conducts cultural diplomacy through interna-
tional activities including participating in the International Conference on National Trust (ICNT) with 
bringing an expert team and convey art mission to Birmingham. The Gianyar elected as the host of ICNT 
Conference in 2017 (Official Site of the Gianyar Regency Government. 2015.). This is an opportunity 
for Gianyar to introduce the potention of its cities and cultures to ICNT members. The aims of holding 
this event was to give a good impression to representatives from OCHW members so they can bring 
information when the back their countries about the cultural wealth possessed by Gianyar so afterwards 
can increase the interest of tourists entering Gianyar.

Gianyar had already got and award from UNESCO for subak as a World Cultural Heritage in 2012 
in the city of Pitsburg, Russia. This network with UNESCO opened up opportunities for Gianyar to de-
velop its image as City of Literature, City of Gastronomy (culinary), City of Music, City of Fashion, City 
of Crafts, Film City. This is a media for Gianyar to enrich its creativity and develop their culture through 
literature, culinary, handicrafts, traditional music, fashion and even reaching the film industry.

Hold a title as a member of OWHC gives many opportunities for Gianyar for tourism develop-
ment and opens some destinations that have not received special attention before. Besides the problems 
of infrastructure can be solved because tourists need good infrastructure to make their vacation become 
comfortable, especially the problem of access, facilities and package of tourist destination to the areas 
which are never had been touched before. Besides developing the infrastructure, the activities carried 
out by Gianyar as a diplomatic step as members of OWHC are writing publications concerning heritage 
cities, attending OWHC activities every year and hosting some events had by the OWHC. It can be the 
a good chance to tourism promotion (Gianyar Regency Government Official Site, 2015).

Publication becomes one of the important elements that need to be carried outas OWHC member. 
This is because with the publication, more and more people in the world know about how the govern-
ment and the people of Gianyar treat their cultural heritage. The more publications are carried out, the 
existence of the city of Gianyar as one of the world’s heritage cities is increasingly confirmed. Through 
various kinds of research, and  academic activities to maintenance and protect of assets owned by of 
Gianyar, diplomacy become the components in disseminating information to the world that Gianyar is 
worth to be an OWHC member.

Gianyar rgovernment also has a cultural heritage magazine published twice a year. Through this 
magazine, various thoughts about cultural heritage preservation continue to be explored by the drafting 
team. Many thinkers and researchers participated in popularizing Gianyar’s assets through this maga-
zine. From 2017 several editions of published magazines have been published and its continuation of 
publication becomes the concern of Gianyar to introduce the cultural wealth of Gianyar to the world. 
Then government of Gianyar also has a team of experts who help to explore the cultural treasures of 
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Gianyar. The various activities are doing by them such as helping to prepare for international seminars, 
making regular workshops, doing capacity building, as well as the preparing the terms of reference for 
the Gianyar as heritage city. In addition to strengthening the concern of Gianyar as a member of OWHC, 
there are many cultural activities held by the government such as a thousand metres of painting competi-
tion, satay lilit competition, ang many more art activities to support the image of Gianyar as an heritage 
city (Short-term Work Plan of the Pusaka City Expert Group of Gianyar Regency, 2016)

The Government of Gianyar in collaboration with the Udayana University, Faculty ,of Cultural 
Sciences Cultural Studies Doctoral Program held an international seminar on a series of National Work-
ing Meeting VI Jaringan Kota Pusaka Indonesia (JKPI) in Gianyar. The seminar entitled “Living in the 
Sustainability and Harmony: Managing the Cultural and Natural Heritage for Prosperity” took place at 
the Gianyar Cultural Center, Tuesday (4/18). The seminar was attended by 58 regencies/cities through-
out Indonesia who were JKPI members with speakers from the President of the Municipal Council of 
Cross Perai (MPSP) YBhg. Dato ’Maimunah Mohd Sharif and the Directorate General of Culture of the 
Republic of Indonesia, Ministry of Education and Culture, Dr. Hilmar Farid. The seminar was officially 
opened by the Deputy V of the Coordinating Ministry for the Republic of Indonesia’s Human and Cul-
tural Development Division, Ir. I Nyoman Shuida, M.Sc.

Besides Balai Pelestarian Pusaka Indonesia (BPPI) together with Government of Gianyar hosts 
the 17th International Conference of National Trusts (ICNT). The Government of Gianyar highlights in 
Bali’s past and present cultural heritage conservationin Gianyar. Bali has advantages from the mixing 
of its customs and culture. Hindu becomes the religion that gives the deep essences to Balinese arts and 
lifestyle. Therefore, Bali must be balanced between heritage conservation and tourism. Because if is not 
maintained, we just wait for the local wisdom to recede.

4. Conclusion
The development of Gianyar as a City of Heritage has the aim to raise awareness of community 

that Cultural Heritage is the important element of Balinese life.  Empowering cultural heritage as capi-
tal and sources of creative economy is the task of stakeholders. Because when people do appreciate its 
heritage, it give the impact to people characters such as, the act of loving, preserving and developing the 
heritage and cultures owned by Gianyar. Every people can be good actors to open the network locally 
and abroad to introduce the culture and heritage. When they have a wide networking, ability and spirit 
to preserving and introducing the culture, they are become the agent of cultural diplomacy. The govern-
ment of Gianyar assisted by people of Gianyar routinely formulates ongoing efforts related to activities 
that support the label of Gianyar as the world heritage city. Among them are doing art activities, making 
good publications through books published and containing various types of cultural heritage of Gianyar 
city, and regularly publishing magazines from year to year. Besides that, Gianyar also became the leader 
of JKPI’s VI National Working Meeting and the host of ICNT which took place in 2017. The routine 
cultural activities were also conducted in the Gianyar to expand information about the cultural heritage 
owned by Gianyar. Finally, guided and planned travel arrangements can provide an overview of the 
historical flow and development of the cultural heritage of Gianyar so that the whole aspects of cultures 
owned by Gianyar can be introduced to local, national and international communities.

Bibliografy

Ardhana, dkk. 2016. Gianyar Kota Pusaka Alam, Budaya, Saujana. Menuju Sinergi Harmoni Lokal, 
Nasional dan Internasional. Pusat Kajian Bali.

Ardika, I Wayan. 2007. Pusaka Budaya & Pariwisata. Denpasar: Pustaka Larasan. 

Government of Gianyar. 2012. Cultural Landscape of Bali Province “Subak Bali”. Inspired by the Bali-
nese Philosophy of “Tri Hita Karana”. This publication prepared by Richard Mann.

Rencana Kerja Jangka Pendek Kelompok Ahli Kota Pusaka KAbupaten Gianyar Tahun 2016. Kerjasama 
Pemerintah Kota Gianyar Dan Pusat Kajian Bali Universitas Udayana.



48

Proceeding Book
Savitri, Tina. 2017. Kabupaten Gianyar Terpilih Sebagai Anggota Organisasi Kota Pusaka Dunia. Femi-

na (diakses pada 4 Februari 2018 dari http://www.pesona.co.id/read/kabupaten-gianyar-terpilih-
sebagai-anggota-organisasi-kota-pusaka-dunia)

Official Web Sites of Gianyar. 2015. “Gianyar Kota Pusaka”, Untuk Melestarikan Pusaka Warisan 
Leluhur. (Diakses pada 5 Februari 2018, dari https://www.gianyarkab.go.id/index.php/baca-
berita/4952/%E2%80%9CGianyar-Kota-Pusaka%E2%80%9Dkoma-Untuk-Melestarikan-Pusa-
ka-Warisan-Leluhur).

Official Web Sites of Gianyar. 2015. “Gianyar Kota Pusaka Konsep Filosofi dan Manfaat Untuk Jag-
adhita. (Diakses pada 5 Februari 2018, dari https://www.gianyarkab.go.id/index.php/baca-
berita/4952/%E2%80%9CGianyar-Kota-Pusaka%E2%80%9Dkoma-Untuk-Melestarikan-Pusa-
ka-Warisan-Leluhur).


