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Abstract

The region of Indonesia is known widely as containing a variety of ethnic groups, religions, races 
and social classes. Given this variety of cultures and faiths, each island and region has its own 
characteristics. Indonesia was founded upon a spirit of unity in diversity based on the values 
of Pancasila as inscribed in the Indonesian Constitution UUD 1945. Conflict with a nuance of 
SARA (ethnicity, religious beliefs, race and class) has struck Indonesia, which caused some 
communities to lose their possessions wherever the danger points where until even loss of 
lives. It seems that law does not have enough strength to inhibit anarchic actions, violations, 
and the destruction of places of worship, which goes against the nation’s foundational values 
of Pancasila. By the constructing of the Puja Mandala as a place of worship in Bali, it should 
be that Bali has already received a great appreciation – given that a majority of Balinese 
society is Hindu and able to give a good example in guarding the diversity and carrying it 
high in creating religious harmony on the island. The area of the Puja Mandala is a symbol of 
kearifan lokal (local genius) and of concrete tolerance in Bali as a complex with five houses 
of worship side by side: the Pura Jagatnatha, Vihara Buddha Guna, Masjid Agung Batutah, 
Gereja Katolik Maria Bunda Segala Bangsa, and Gereja Kristen Protestan Bali jemaat Bukit 
Doa. Activities that lift up the development of a life of tolerance influence the social contact 
between each community, beginning from good religious-spiritual aspects to the improvement 
of social-economic aspects as well from the harmoniousness that is protected in interactions. 
The area of the Puja Mandala has become a place of spiritual pilgrimage for all people. Thus it 
can be an example for other regions in giving value to differences and living in diversity which 
will have an influence on future generations for living in peace.
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A. PRELIMINARY

The territory of Indonesia has a diversity of customs and cultures that make a local wisdom of 
the Indonesian people is expensive value and no other country like diversity as in Indonesia. 
But despite having its own advantages and uniqueness of the country Indonesia did not escape 
from a conflict that became a squabble in sebagiam daearah. Resulting in many community 
members experiencing trauma in some areas, the diversity that is unique and the local wisdom 
of the Indonesian nation has been made by some individuals or groups as a source of conflict 
as long as Indonesia stands. Various things smelled of intolerance that used as a weapon for 
profit only. This is a challenge of Indonesia in the midst of diversity owned, the whole society is 
demanded and invited to create harmony among the nation.

When living in the country of Indonesia the spirit of diversity should be a foothold to be able 
to synergize, because the past has been the spirit of the nation since before the state of 
Indonesia’s independence. The independence that was once attained by all tribal, religious, 
racial and group elements should be respected and preserved. The act of abusing or destroying 
places of worship because of trivial matters becomes a powerful weapon to destroy each other 
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slowly, so that the meaning of tolerance implied in the motto of Bhineka Tunggal Ika is only 
a motto of memories. Basically the motto of Bhineka Tunggal Ika has provided a strategic 
place in tolerating this country of Indonesia. The spirit of tolerance must be accompanied by 
a very harsh issue in suppressing diversity, the moral cynicism of a group of people who want 
to replace Pancasila and the growing understanding of radicalism or the doctrine of terrorism 
that is globalized in the society today. The law seems powerless in stemming the anarchist 
actions of a handful of powerful people. Intimidation of members of the minority community is 
openly voiced in public without appreciating the beauty of such unity and diversity. The aspect 
of religion as a spiritual value barn is increasingly used by some who have a thirst for power, 
the power of the sara issue is a weapon used to divide the people and aims to take a higher 
position then by all means halal and proven to harm a togetherness.

Religious differences in an area are often sources of conflict today. One example is the 
recent occurrence of a speech of one of the regional heads who deliberately or not spoken 
when discussing the matter of religion, but with another group able to raise the news and 
membumingkan SARA issue tersbut in the middle of the Indonesian nation. As if the problem 
is a very big problem, but the rice becomes porridge, when facing the election the sara issue 
succeeded in making a group of people indoctrinate and become a weapon to imprison a 
person and make the Indonesian people consumed by the news of religious blasphemy for 
months month.

However, the form of tolerance should be able to reduce these problems to be able to reduce a 
conflict that does not create a moral gap in the midst of Indonesian society. Creating harmony 
is a task for every Indonesian society, because a large and rich nation of ethnic and cultural 
diversity is at the forefront of competition for the nations of the world. Harmony of religious 
people is a pillar of national and dynamic harmony must be maintained from time to time. 
Harmony of religious people can be interpreted a state of relationship among religious people 
based on tolerance, mutual understanding, mutual respect, appreciate equality in the practice 
of religious teachings and cooperation in the life of society, nation and state.

B. Discussion

All the problems that have occurred in the area of   Indonesia are contrary to the spirir of values   
contained in Pancasila, the 1945 Constitution, Bhineka Tunggal Ika, and the Unitary State of 
the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI). The process of liberating the Republicans is due to a sense 
of unity among the former warriors of the nation without knowing the race, the tribe in the 
distinction. With the spirit of fighting and kebhinekaaan so Indonesi able to experience high 
progress. The state of Indonesia that has a multicultural society makes this nation should be 
shoulder to shoulder in the process of nation building, all elements must interact with each 
other and must create harmony in the nation amid diversity. If considering cases such as 
Many disputes between citizens who happen to be different religions because not dealt with 
thoroughly and fairly, trigger the birth of horizontal conflicts that are difficult to resolve. Various 
SARA conflicts actually increased due to weak law enforcement and low appreciation of ethics 
in the settlement of social problems nation and state. An example is Poso Conflict. It could 
be that the conflict was triggered by a small problem between two people who happened to 
be different religions. But because the law was never thoroughly investigated, the problem 
became complicated and wild. Small disputes between the people ultimately triggered a larger 
conflict. Large conflicts can occur because the public or the masses are not believed in the law. 
When Tibo cs was accused of attacking and massacring a pesantren in the early morning, it 
should not have happened if the security apparatus could have anticipated by investigating the 
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previous small-scale dispute that the Christian or Muslim party had been victimized. Finally the 
SARA conflict culminates in an unstoppable cycle of revenge.

All forms of tragedy of the conflict must be treated by inculcating harmony and mutual love 
of difference to a multicultural society and sustainable society and able to give a plus to the 
preservation of harmony of the nation should be developed and preserved because it upholds 
tolerance in every segment of society life. The presence of Puja Mandala as a place of worship 
of the five religions is a proof that the importance of inter-religious tolerance needs to be 
improved and disseminated in every region of Indonesia.

1. The Creation of Religious Tolerance in Puja Mandala

Puja Manadala as a temple of worship built for the five religions in Indonesia, makes Puja 
Mandala a popular place in the midst of society. Puja Mandala is a place of respect for God 
Almighty according to their religion and belief. In one area there are five places of worship 
at once, the historical side will note that a place capable of providing pilotage to religious 
communities in other areas. The five religious places of worship from Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Islam, Christianity and Protestant stand side by side. Which does not include Kong Hu Chu 
because at the inauguration of the religion has not been ratified by the government as a religion 
adopted in the country of Indonesia. The background in the construction of Puja Mandala’s 
temple house is because it is so difficult for Muslims in the region of two nusa and the Christian 
community to run the worship. So that from the coordination with the local community and the 
provincial government and central government of the construction of the house ibadahpun 
planned, and Presidenpun inaugurated the construction of Puja Mandala as a complex of 
worship of the five religions built in stages.

The history of the Puja Mandala region is certainly inseparable from the tolerance that is 
upheld by the Hindu community in Bali during the development process and before Bali is 
globally known. Harmony of religious people who planted in every Balinese Hindu community 
is in appreciation. Because It is based on the awareness that in social life, what happens is 
called interindependence, mutual need and interdependence. If interdependence becomes 
a principle in social life, interreligious racism can protect each other, maintain and secure, 
even under certain conditions may enhance something of a psychological, sociological, 
materialistic nature possessed by every religious people. In an optimistic level, harmony can 
touch fundamental issues faced by every religious people, such as building the structure and 
values   of a more civilized and humanist life.

2. Religious Harmony

Harmony of religious people is a dynamic national heritage and must be maintained from 
time to time. Harmony of religious people can be interpreted as a state of relationship among 
religious people based on tolerance, mutual understanding, mutual respect, respect for equality 
in the practice of religious teachings and cooperation in the life of society, nation and state.
Hal is based on the awareness that in the life of society, with interindependence, mutual need 
and interdependence. If interdependence becomes a principle in social life, then the harmony 
of religious life is how interfaith believers can protect each other, maintain and secure, even 
under certain conditions may be able to improve something that is psychological, sociological, 
and worldly material possessed by every religious people. the level of optimism, harmony can 
touch fundamental issues faced by every religious people, such as building a structure and 
values   of life more civilized and humanist.
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3. Tolerance of the Multicultural Society in Bali

Bali is known as the island of a thousand temples and the island of Bali shows as the majority 
of its people are Hindu.Kondisi majority that does not hinder the community to realize the 
attitude of tolerance as a social glue in each individual community. The term “tolerate” means 
tolerance, which means being self-restraint, being patient, allowing other individuals to think, 
to be tolerant, tolerant, to individuals of different views, beliefs, and religions. In the Indonesian 
language dictionary explains (Poerwadarminta, 2005) that tolerance is the nature or attitude of 
respect, allowing and allowing others to have differences of opinion, beliefs, habits, and so on 
from their own habits. Thus, tolerance is an attitude that respects and respects the differences 
of individuals or groups of people in running their religion without disturbing the interests of 
others around them. This tolerance model is the only one owned by Indonesia that creates 
harmony in the society.

4. Puja Mandala Spitual Area

Spiritual tourism is a new breakthrough in the world of tourism whose tendency continues 
to increase. This type of tour is now considered the most qualified and very potential to 
be developed. It is said to be good quality because this type of tourism in practice highly 
appreciates local cultural traditions, loves nature and environment, and most of its tourists 
come from among the educated. Spiritual tourist objects destined by tourists include can also 
be historical sites where the worship is still active until now with high spiritual values, various 
asram with spiritual activities, especially meditation activities, and various yoga activities that 
can create ketengangan and samples bring long-term peace. The spiritual destination is the 
attainment of happiness and peace in life and is freed from attachment to material things by 
learning the spiritual values   of the visited tourist objects. Like Puja Mandala area has been a 
miniature of religious tolerance in Indonesia and the world. Already many figures who come to 
Bali to visit this place, with the establishment of this place makes Puja Mandala and Balinese 
people who are Hindu majority is highly appreciated. The existence of puja mandala not only 
as a form of tolerance but as a tourist icon of diversity created by the people.

The impact of the Puja Mandala in Nusa Dua Bali is very significant to the progress of the island 
of Bali, not only in terms of religious harmony but in terms of tourism that makes Puja Mandala 
serve as a spiritual tourism to tourists who visit. Strategically located around the beautiful 
beaches, Puja Mandala as an icon to visit is not just a documentation, but to make the most of 
the shortest time possible. According to research writer in the field almost all the tourists were 
amazed to see the kerujunan that have existed in Puja Mandala region so far. Therefore, the 
museum expects that places of worship and areas such as Puja Mandala can be declared and 
built in every region in Indonesia to become a symbol and a reference to the hope of creating 
tolerance among all members of the wider community. Until now Puja Mandala area not only 
as a place of worship, but make the area as a spiritual tour for every element that visit it.

5. Puja Mandala, Increasing the Tolerance of Interreligious Religion properly and correctly

Tolerance among religious believers is one of the main pillars for the realization of interfaith 
harmony. Coexistence, mutual respect and respect for other faiths is one manifestation of a 
sense of tolerance. Correct tolerance is not necessary until someone mixes the mix between 
religious rituals with another religion or follows a ritual that is not a religious ritual. Maturity in 
religion is needed in the face of various religious or religious issues. With religious maturity, the 
people are not easily provoked and provoked by various issues that pit against the adherents 
of the ummah. The maturity in religion is reflected in addressing various issues wisely and 
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upholding the tolerance of interfaith believers, both among followers of different religions as well 
as different. And the problem remains with cold heads without blaming each other or looking 
for a scapegoat. In this case the role of religious leaders, public figures, and government is 
indispensable in achieving the best solution. With the spirit of finding solutions together and 
distanced from various prejudices, it is not impossible that various problems can be solved with 
full maturity This maturity in religion is not possible to be achieved, if in understanding religion 
is only partial, not deep and only ritual without understanding the substance of religion and not 
want to open. It is this kind of religious attitude that often causes problems in the field.

C. Closing

Tolerance among religious people is desired by the people of Bali especially the people of 
Indonesia and even the world. The harmony of the guarded and awakened attitude towards 
the harmony of the ummah is the desire of all the nations of the world. Religious diversity is 
a rational feeling, something that is given. As well as diversity in language, likes and culture. 
Therefore any attempt to fight against a religious entity is a futile effort and the same as against 
the provisions of God. As against the provisions of God about diversity of character, tribe, 
language and culture. The attitude that must be built in addressing the reality of religious 
diversity is to improve the correct tolerant attitude, mutual respect and respect with full maturity 
attitude in religion. As well as enhance cooperation in things that become common goals 
in religion, without having to suspect each other. Besides the need to strengthen the three 
pillars of statehood (Pancasila, UUD 45 and Binneka Tunggal Ika), the government has a 
very strategic role to maintain harmony among religious followers. Therefore, the just and 
consistent enforcement of the authority of law is among the most important pillars of religious 
harmony. From there the various disputes between citizens can be dealt with thoroughly and 
fairly, before becoming a difficult horizontal conflict resolved.

The existence of Puja Mandala region has reflected the tolerance adopted by Balinese people 
in accordance with the values   of Pancasila, Uud 1945, Bhineka Tunggal Ika, and uphold the 



340

Proceeding Book - International Seminar
Bali Hinduism, Tradition and Interreligious Studies
ISBN: 978-602-52255-0-5

Hindu University of Indonesia, Denpasar - Bali, 2018

spirit of NKRI. The existence of the five places of worship that coexist in Puja Mandala has never 
been a source of conflict, but the members of each congregation are more appreciative of each 
other. The uniqueness of this region makes domestic and foreign tourists feel comfortable and 
gain a new civilization about the importance of tolerance among religious people in Indonesia 
and the world must be instilled and preserved, in order to create harmony among nations in 
the World.

The Puja Mandala area can be a model for any and the world in building places of worship that 
co-exist and keep harmony with one another. Indonesian society must maintain and appreciate 
the diversity of nation and state in order to achieve the nation’s ideals for the welfare of the 
ummah. Other Indonesian communities should respect each other’s differences as the Balinese 
do so all along. Because racial conflict, religion still has the potential to rise to the surface if 
not from the moment in control. Therefore, the involvement of every component of the nation 
actively in improving the spirit of tolerance must be able to minimize the conflicts that exist. 
Thus, the existence of Puja Mandala area in Nusa Dua area has become the inspiration of every 
circle to be able to create harmony and harmony of religious people. Puja Mandala becomes a 
symbol of diversity to maintain harmony and religious harmony can be well established.
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