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ABSTRACT

The world of Hindu children in Indonesia growing  rapidly. Discussions, talks or story book 
about Hindu values that a child should have are relatively limited, both in terms of quantity 
and quality, while religious education at schools is considered less practical for children. A 
story book “Dunia Sekar” was therefore introduced to fill the gap in Hindu religious education 
for children. “Dunia Sekar” serves several purposes, i.e (1) Delivering Hindu values more 
pleasantly; (2) providing alternative of a ‘role model’ for children through the main characters 
in the story; (3) Supporting the  parents in conveying the Hindu values to children easily. 
The story book  “Dunia Sekar”, built as a Hindu Indonesia brand, also aims to provide social 
impacts to the Hindu community through the “Aksi Dunia Sekar”, a social act program which 
includes “love to read” programs and story telling activities for Hindu children. In marketing its 
book, the book selling approach that is adopted is “Beli 1 Sumbang 1”  (Buy 1, Get 1) . “Beli 
1 Sumbang 1” scheme will help children who are less fortunate to also get the book as the 
buyers practically paid for 2 books, i.e 1 book for themselves and 1 book for donation. Such 
donated book will be distributed accross Indonesia, either through “Aksi Dunia Sekar” (Dunia 
Sekar Social Act) or through the help of other Hindu institutions. As of now, there are 3 books 
within Dunia Sekar series that have been launched, i.e Tat Twam Asi, Guru Rupaka, and Tri 
Hita Karana. The fourth edition and Dunia Sekar animation are currently still in the production 
process. Meanwhile, “Dunia Sekar Social Act” have also been conducted in several locations 
in Java and Bali  and has received positive responses. This has helped the sustainability of 
Dunia Sekar production.
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INTRODUCTION
Being minority in a country with total 237.641.326 population, Hindu people (only 1.7% to total  
Indonesian population)[1] faced lots of challenges, particularly in regard to raising a ‘good’ 
Hindu kid. This is particularly true for those living outside Bali i.e Jakarta in particular, as it 
is very difficult to find good Hindu school (or Hindu teachers) and good Hindu children book 
that can support parent in teaching Hindu values to their kids. Little attention have been paid 
to Hindu children, while we all know that Hindu children are the future generation of Hindu. 
Instilling them with good Hindu values will ensure better Hindu society in the future.

Meanwhile, communication through social medias have been intensifying, which open windows 
for distributing Hindu values in a more efficient way. Yet, interest to utilize this channel for the 
benefit of Hindu children is also very limited [2].

With intention to address the above problem and with the help of social media, authors 
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introduced Hindu children story book entitled “Dunia Sekar”. “Dunia Sekar” serves three main  
objectives, i.e (1) Delivering Hindu values more pleasantly; (2) providing a ‘role model’ for 
children through the main characters in the story; (3) Supporting the parents in conveying 
the Hindu values to children easily. With the help of role models of characters constructed in 
the storybooks (cergam) it will be easier for parents to convey simple Hindu values through 
storytelling.

The study on the use of storytelling in form of folktales by Parmini [3] shows that Balinese 
folktales contributed to character education in elementary school children. It was shown in the 
folktale I Lacur which educates cautionary acts, not being envious, being stoical and helpful. 
The folktale Bulan Kuning also contributes to the formation of the attitude of helpfulness. 
Stoicism and not doing violence are narrated in the folktale Ni Tuung Kuning which can be 
used as an alternative in the improvement of children’s character. The folktale I Crucuk Kuning 
contributes to the formation of honesty, discipline, and responsibility. The folktale Angsa teken 
I Kekua contributes to the formation of attitudes of not breaking a promise. The use of folktale 
in teaching not only useful in passing on moral values of the stories but also to preserve the 
intangible cultural heritage.

METHODOLOGY
Research Method
In the preliminary design stage, data collection on children’s story book reference was 
obtained so that the appropriate story book format could be determined. The literature study 
was conducted to understand the power of visual storytelling and its potential. Book production 
is done digitally using digital image instrumentation such as graphic tablet / pen tablet, and 
digital drawing app like Gimp and Adobe Photoshop. There will be two book format which 
are digital (e-book) and printed version. The survey was conducted in the Hindu community 
outside Bali to gather information about Hindu values that needs to be delivered to the younger 
generation. Brainstorming in the form of group discussion forums conducted in order to realize 
the character on the book to get the core figure of Sekar World story that can be lined up as a 
role model (figure 1).

Dunia Sekar Design Concept 
At the beginning, it is important to design the visual identity of Dunia Sekar so it will be easily 
recognized by the public. Authors choose Hindu visualization, particularly Hindu Bali concept. 
Design concept which revealed the combination of visual art owned by Hindu Bali community, 
i.e gold (from prada) and blue (implying that the sky is sheltering all people on the earth) can be 
seen in the figure 2. Typeface of this visual identity is designed so that it can represent children 
community. In its visualization, typeface that is built is a visual combination of typeface model 
script with typeface model serif.

Next step is designing the characters in the story. Sekar, which means flower for Balinese 
people, is chosen as the main character who will be the center of every story. Sekar comes 
from an ideal Indonesian family, consisting of a father, a mother and a brother (refering to a 
successful Indonesian family planning in the past where 1 family only consists of 2 children).  
Another important character in the story is the existence of Hindu teacher called Pak Bajra. 
The story is focused on how Sekar learns Hindu values from Pak Bajra at school. Sekar will 
become the role model of good Hindu kid, who implement Hindu values in her daily life. Yet, 
authors also understand that there is no such perfect child, so authors allow Sekar to be 
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figure 1. research methods diagram

Figure 2. Visual Identity concept of Dunia Sekar
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naughty sometimes. However, authors want Sekar to hold the basic Hindu principle: Tat Twam 
Asi, where she has to love everybody as she believes that she and the others are the same.

Dunia Sekar Way of Learning
Using the characters built in Dunia Sekar series, Hindu values are conveyed to the children 
through direct and indirect storytelling.  Direct storytelling means someone acts as the storyteller 
who will be telling the story to the children, while indirect means the child reads the book on 

Figure 3. (left pic) Sekar, Panji, and their parent (pak Dharma dan bu Shanti). (right pic) mr.Bajra, 
Hindu teacher

his own [4]. It is becoming easier for the storyteller to convey Hindu values to the children if the 
story is interesting and the picture is attractive. As shown in figure 4, mr. Bajra delivering tri hita 
karana value which are palemahan (harmonius connection between human and surroundings 
environment), pawongan (harmonious connection among human), parahyangan (harmonious 
connection between human and GOD) represented with simple iconic picture. This is the main 
idea behind Dunia Sekar Way of Learning.

Dunia Sekar Selling Approach 
Dunia Sekar project is intended to convey Hindu values to as many Hindu children as possible.  
Therefore authors understand that it will not be possible if Dunia Sekar team just rely on the 
selling of the book to those who can afford it. The authors decided to adopt “Beli 1 Sumbang 1”  
(Buy 1, Donate 1)  scheme in selling the book. This will allow children who are less fortunate 
to also get the book as the buyers practically pay for 2 books, i.e 1 book for themselves and 1 
book for donation. Buyer can have a sticker (figure 5) as an appreciation for her/his involvement 
in Dunia Sekar campaign.
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Figure 4. Conveying Tri Hita Karana as one of Hindu Values through visual element
Source : Captured from Page 009 of the “Tri Hita Karana” edition

Such donated book will then be distributed accross Indonesia, either through “Aksi Dunia 
Sekar” (Dunia Sekar Social Act) or through the help of other Hindu institutions. The books are 
sold mainly through online, utilizing social media supports, i.e Facebook and Instagram.

Dunia Sekar Social Act
Dunia Sekar Social Act serves three main purposes: (1) Distributing donated books to Hindu 
children, particularly in remote areas, (2) conveying Hindu values through direct story telling 
and (3) strengthening Dunia Sekar brand. We posted Dunia Sekar Social Act in social media 
to inspire more people to also contribute to the development of Hindu children across the 
country.  Aksi Dunia Sekar has been held for many occassions, such as in Pura Dalem 
Purnajati, Tanjung Priok ; SDN 1 & 2 Pengotan Bangli; Br. Pegok Sesetan Denpasar; SDN 1 & 

Figure 5. Sticker as an appreciation for people who are participate in Dunia Sekar campaign
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2 Kesiut Kerambitan Tabanan; Yayasan Tat Twam Asi, Denpasar; Pasraman Kilat Blitar, Desa 
Kemuning, Karanganyar Solo.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
At the moment, there are 3 books under Dunia Sekar Series, i.e Tat Twam Asi, Guru Rupaka, 
and Tri Hita Karana. The fourth edition is still in the process. Dunia Sekar team are also currently 
preparing Dunia Sekar theme song animation. The book is made full colored, A5 size (21 x 
15 cm) with landscape orientation. Execution of the book is printed with 250 gsm art paper 
material for book cover, and 210 gsm for interior / contents of the book.
The first book tells a Queen’s quest to find an entity called God-which even exceeds the King’s 
fame. This God-named entity managed to heal a paralyzed people. In the end of the story, 
the Queen realizes that God is in every soul of living beings. Thus, humans should appreciate 
every life-form, no matter how small it is. Looking at other human beings, other living beings 

figure 6. Dunia Sekar first edition entitled ‘Tat Twam Asi’

with the views of a friend, treat other living beings like treating ourselves, try to empathize (feel 
what other creatures experienced).
The second edition of the book is Guru Rupaka. In this second edition is told how the relationship 
between children with their parents. Children should respect all parental counsel because 
parents live and experience good or bad events before.

figure 7. Dunia Sekar second edition entitled ‘Guru Rupaka’
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The third book tells about how the consequences would be if there was no harmony between 
human-nature-God. In the book illustrated the existence of good cooperation between the two 
kingdoms in tackling natural disasters. Natural disasters occurring in one of the kingdoms are 
caused by greed in exploiting earth resources.

Selling Report
As we can see at figure 8, there are more than 1700 books were sold, and keep counting. This 
mean really much for continuity of Dunia Sekar project.

CONCLUSION
At the moment, there are 3 books under Dunia Sekar Series, i.e Tat Twam Asi, Guru Rupaka, 
and Tri Hita Karana. The fourth edition is still in the process. Dunia Sekar team are also currently 
preparing Dunia Sekar theme song animation. Authors feel all these efforts are important not 

only to strengthen the brand awarenes, but also to raise the spirit of ‘sharing’ through the 
“Buy 1 Donate 1” concept for the benefit of Hindu children in the future. Dunia Sekar team are 
happy to see the result of their efforts with over 1,700 Dunia Sekar books are sold (thus more 
than 1,700 books  have also been donated). This has helped the sustainability of Dunia Sekar 
production.
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