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Abstract

The Bali-Hindu community that entered Lombok during the historic period has built a socio-
cultural system that is used as a vehicle for strengthening citizenry ties. A number of informal 
citizenry ties have been built in the form of traditions used as a medium of communication and 
interaction among Balinese people. These include the tradition of ngejot, the tradition of saling 
undang, the tradition of majenukan, and a number of others. In the field of cultural ties, informal 
citizenry is a medium for the preservation of Balinese culture closely linked to the practice of 
Hinduism. So, it is necessary to preserve these traditions in order to maintain the cultural identity 
of Bali-Hindus in Lombok. Entering the modernization or globalization era, these quotidian ties 
are facing rifts in many segments. In this regard, a strategy for maintaining the ties of informal 
citizenry should be developed. This could include building awareness of the importance of 
traditional values, using Balinese language in communicating with fellow Balinese, increase 
understanding of Hindu teachings, and selectively adapting cultures. Reinforcement of these 
informal citizenry ties would be very effective to strengthen the implementation of Balinese 
culture in Lombok which is imbued by Hindu teachings.
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I. Introduction
 The Balinese community who embraced Hinduism in Lombok implements a cultural 
system, as practiced by their ancestors in Bali. The implementation of the cultural system by 
the Balinese-Hindus in Lombok essentially has similarities to the cultural system adopted in 
Bali, only the way they express the cultural system is not exactly the same. Balinese cultural 
system applied in Lombok is also closely related to the implementation of Hinduism. With regard 
to it, the Balinese cultural system applied by the Balinese people in Lombok is imbued with 
the teachings of Hinduism. The phenomenon is in line with Wiana (2004: 36) who stated that 
the Balinese cultural system is based on the teachings of Hinduism through a long evolution. 
Complementation process between Hindu teachings with Balinese culture complement each 
other dynamically.

 In order to preserve the Balinese cultural system in Lombok should be coupled with 
awareness by the Balinese themselves to always maintain the noble values embodied in the 
implementation of that culture. The strategy that can be taken in order to preserve the Balinese 
cultural system in Lombok is to always instill these cultural values among the Balinese from 
an early age, the age of children, adolescents, adults, and including among the elderly . The 
most important planting is understanding the importance of cultural values in daily life. This 
phenomenon is associated with Poerwanto (2000: 89) as a process of enculturation, that is, 
one must study or adjust his attitude and his natural state with the norm system that lives in his 
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culture.

 There are a number of cultural activities practiced in connection with the preservation 
of Balinese cultural identity in Lombok. These activities can establish social ties, especially 
among Balinese who heve been lived in Lombok. In this paper studied three types of cultural 
activities that can strengthen the identity of Balinese culture and strengthen the implementation 
of Hinduism. These cultural activities are manifested in the form of traditions that have been 
preserved for generations since the historical time, namely the arrival of the Balinese to Lombok 
in the past. These traditions are ngejot traditions, saling undang traditions, and tradition of 
majenukan. These traditions are implemented in everyday life, both with Balinese and other 
ethnic people. The traditions carried out in everyday life, referring to Varshney (2002:3) are 
termed by the bond of quotidian or bond of everyday citizenship. This form of daily engagement 
is a simple and routine interaction of life, such as visiting each other between Hindu families 
and Muslim families, eating together often enough, jointly participating in festival, and allowing 
their children play together in the neighborhood.

 Ngejot tradition is the provision of food or drink to fellow Balinese Hindus in the 
implementation of Hinduism. The ngejot tradition is performed as a form of homage by those 
who give jotan (food or beverage) to their relatives as recipients of jotan. Balinese fellow 
traditions are usually performed during the ngesanga (rute Balinese Hindu in Lombok) 
ceremony. This tradition has been practiced since the historic time, whether it is done within 
the internal Balinese people as well as being done with people who are not Balinese. In this 
paper the tradition is more focused on the Balinese people.

 The saling undang tradition that is actualized by the Balinese in Lombok is also related 
to the implementation of Hinduism. The tradition of saling undang is done by the Balinese who 
have activities, such as performing the ceremony of manusa yadnya (ceremony given to man 
to improve spiritual qualities). There are a number of manusa yadnya ceremonies that are used 
as a medium to invite fellow Balinese to help facilitate the religious activities undertaken.

 The majenukan tradition is a tradition associated with making visits to the place of the 
deceased. This tradition has also been ongoing since the historic period and until now this 
tradition is still preserved its existence. True tradition comes from awareness to visit each 
other in an activity related to the death ceremony. The welfare tradition as a sign that those 
who attended visiting relatives who happened to have one of its members who died as a 
condolence.

 The above traditions are associated with the form of culture, as Koentjaaraningrat puts 
it as a social system. According Koentjaraningrat (2004:6) social system as a second form of 
culture associated with patterned behavior of the human itself. This social system consists 
of human activities that interact, relate, and mingle with each other, which from moment to 
moment, from day to day, and from year to year, always follow certain patterns based on the 
customs of the people. behavior. As a series of human activities in a society, the social system 
is concrete, going around everyday, observable, photographed, and documented.

 The traditions possessed by the Balinese people in Lombok, as above to date are 
still indispensable in order to strengthen the implementation of Balinese culture in Lombok. 
These traditions are also a vehicle for maintaining Balinese cultural identity in the daily life 
of Balinese in Lombok. In this regard, these traditions need to be preserved through various 
strategies. Preservation of these traditions is particularly important in responding to the effects 
of modernization/globalization that potentially undermine Balinese cultural identity.
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II. Social System Traditional of Balinese-Hindu Community in Lombok
 The arrival of the Balinese-Hindu community to Lombok during the historic period, 
especially in large numbers together with the victory of the Karangasem Kingdom in concuering 
Lombok. The Balinese who came to Lombok at that time included their social system, cultural 
system, and belief system. The social system brought by the Balinese to Lombok is applied 
in its new settlement with some adjustments. The social system is actualized in activities, 
such as gotong royong (help each other system) in making public facilities, help each other in 
overcoming societal problems, and others. They actualize the social system in order to realize 
social order with fellow Balinese. Implementation of the social system as well as strengthening 
social ties among Balinese fellow.

 The Balinese cultural system adopted by the Balinese in Lombok during its historic 
time also adapted at his new residence in Lombok. The identity of Balinese culture applied in 
Lombok is in contact with some elements of Sasak culture. The Sasak people have a cultural 
system inherited from their ancestors who are also passed on from generation to generation. 
With regard to it, in the cultural contacts that occur between Balinese culture and Sasak culture 
build cultural adaptation. The process of cultural adaptation is an adjustment of a number of 
cultural elements possessed by the Balinese culture and the culture possessed by the Sasak 
people. This phenomenon is associated with Wirawan (2017:49-52) that the encounter of the 
Balinese and Sasak people in Lombok as well as cultural contact. In cultural contact occurs 
between the two ethnic groups building social cohesiveness.

 Balinese cultural system implemented in Lombok with a number of adjustments to 
date is still maintained its existence. The actualization of Balinese cultural system in Lombok 
is closely related to the implementation of Hinduism. The cultural practices practiced by the 
Balinese in Lombok are imbued with the teachings of Hinduism. With regard to it almost all 
implementations of the Balinese cultural system of his spirit are the teachings of Hinduism. 
The close relationship between Balinese culture and the teachings of Hinduism is elegantly 
expressed in everyday life.

 The belief system brought by the Balinese to Lombok in the historical period relates to 
the belief system of Hindu practice. The belief system of Hindu religion implemented by Balinese 
people in Lombok is still able to maintain its existence. Although not fully Hindu practice which 
is actualized by the people of Bali in Lombok have similarities with the implementation of 
Hinduism in Bali, but the essence of the implementation of religion is still the same. Differences 
between the implementation of Hinduism in Bali with the implementation of the Hindu religion 
in Lombok is expressive, which shows the differences in how to display the implementation of 
Hinduism.

 Synergize with the above phenomenon in the implementation of holy days in the 
implementation of religious practice in Lombok has little variation. In carrying out the holy days 
of Hindu religion there is a ceremony ngetipat kaulu, that is in Tilem Kaulu. The ceremony is 
also known as ngesanga. In the implementation of Hinduism in Bali this term is not much to 
implement. Even in the implementation of the ceremony ngetipat kaulu there is a very unique 
cultural tradition that can build the bonds of citizenship among the Balinese in the form of 
ngejot tradition. Variations in the implementation of Hinduism in Lombok also occur in the 
marriage system, sidhikara system, and others.
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III. The Informal Citizenship Ties of the Bali Community in Lombok
 Implementation of the social, cultural, and religious system that has been actualized 
by the Balinese community in Lombok since its historic time to date can still be preserved 
its existence because it has a very strong reason related to its usefulness in daily life. The 
sociocultural system actualized by the Balinese-Hindu community in Lombok has a very 
important function in building social unity among Balinese. The sociocultural system is imbued 
with the teachings of Hinduism. One of the sociocultural systems owned by the Balinese in 
Lombok which until now still can be maintained existence, such as sidhikara system, megibung 
system, and others. The implementation of the sociocultural system is very useful in overcoming 
the problems faced by the Balinese people in Lombok, especially related to the implementation 
of Hinduism. With regard to it, the cultural system is closely related to religion. It is also stated 
by Agus (2005:5-6) that cultural aspects are considered very important by anthropologists and 
cultural experts who have a religious view that shapes and colors a culture. The success of an 
idea or project of development depends on whether the idea is in line with the cultural value 
they possess.

 The sociocultural system applied in daily life associated with the implementation of 
Hinduism is relatively large. In this paper, it is attempted to present sociocultural system 
which is carried out in everyday life as a form of expression of Balinese cultural identity that 
can build an informal citizenship bond. Such systems, such as ngejot tradition, traditions of 
saling undang, and the tradition of majenukan. These traditions as a vehicle to strengthen the 
emotional bonds of the Balinese.

 The ngejot tradition is a tradition that is done by giving food or drink to his relatives on 
certain days, especially related to the implementation of religious holy day. Ngejot tradition is 
usually done on the implementation ngetipat kaulu or ngesanga ceremony. Hindu follower in 
Lombok do not all carry out the ceremony ngetipat kaulu or ngesanga ceremony. Those who 
carry out the ceremony generally perform the tradition of ngejot to their relatives who do not 
carry out the ceremony. The essence of the implementation of ngejot tradition is a vehicle to 
build awareness strengthen the bonds of citizenship among the Balinese people.

 The saling undang tradition invoked by the Balinese in Lombok invites relatives to help 
complete the work in a Hindu practice. This tradition of mutual law is done at the ceremony 
of Dewa yadnya and manusa yadnya. Those who are invited with awareness come to meet 
invitations and volunteer to help complete the work related to the implementation of the 
ceremony.

 The majenukan tradition is one of the traditions which is actualized by the Balinese-
Hindu people of Lombok in relation to pitra yadnya (ceremony of the dead). This grand tradition 
is done by visiting the house of a relative who happened to be one of his family members 
died. Those who attended the death ceremony were categorized in two. Firstly, they come 
to attend the ceremony of death because it is invited by a family with a condolence. The 
common tradition of this type usually has a relatively close bond of kinship. Secondly, those 
who come to attend the death ceremony with their own consciousness. In this context those 
who came despite being not invited, but by reason of consciousness to participate express 
their condolences come to attend the ceremony of the deceased. The core of this majenukan 
tradition is the awareness to establish an emotional bond among fellow Balinese in Lombok.

 The above-mentioned traditions are activities related to cultural practices inspired by 
the teachings of Hinduism. Those who still carry out these traditions are agents who traditionally 
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want to maintain the bond of informal citizenship inherited from the Balinese people’s Lombok 
times. The informal citizenship bond is very effective in building communication and interaction 
among Balinese in order to realize social unity. These traditions are a tangible manifestation of 
the preservation of Balinese cultural identity that is imbued with the teachings of Hinduism that 
are implemented in everyday life in Lombok.

 The above phenomenon implies the pride of cultural traditions built by their ancestors 
in the past that have significance for life today. Synergize with it, Tilaar (2007:14) revealed that 
man began to ask about his position in a fast-changing world, he asked about his existence 
as someone who has identity and meaning. Humanity begins to reappear and one of the main 
features of humanity is to have its own identity, possessing the culture of which it prides itself. 
Each culture owned by a community or ethnic group has its own value that can be donated to 
the humanitarian culture.

IV. Strategy for Strengthening the Identity of Balinese Culture in Lombok
 The Balinese cultural system implemented by the Balinese in Lombok in the form of 
traditions carried out in everyday life, such as the tradition of ngejot, the tradition of saling 
undang, and the majenukan tradition as an implementation that shows the identity of Balinese 
culture has a very important role in realizing the social unity of fellow Balinese in Lombok. With 
regard to these traditions need to be preserved existence in order to realize social harmony 
among fellow Balinese and as well as a vehicle to overcome the problems faced together. 
The preservation of these traditions is a huge challenge, especially in the midst of the external 
cultural influences that enter the life of the Balinese-Hindu community in Lombok. In order to 
maintain these traditions as a form of strengthening Balinese cultural identity in Lombok there 
may be several strategies that can be applied, such as building awareness of the importance of 
traditional values, using Balinese language in communicating with fellow Balinese, increasing 
understanding of the teachings Hinduism, and selectively adapting cultures.

 Strategies to build awareness of the importance of traditional values can be done in the 
process of planting values, both informally, nonformally, and formally. This is especially done 
to future generations who will continue the cultural endurance of Bali. In the informal sphere 
of cultivation of consciousness can be done within the family. The cultivation of awareness in 
understanding traditional cultural values can be non-formalized through the system of education 
pasraman or sekolah mingguan (school weekly). The formal sphere used to build awareness 
of the importance of traditional values is through education in schools.

 The strategy of using Balinese language in communicating with fellow Balinese at this 
time is a relatively big challenge. This is especially true among young people who tend to use 
Indonesia language as a social language in everyday life. However communication by using 
the language of Bali can also be strengthened through the education system, both informal, 
nonformal, and formal. The strategy would be relatively strong to be able to love the Balinese 
language as part of Balinese cultural identity, especially among the younger generation. The 
use of Balinese language as an element of cultural identity according to Tantra (2015:163-
164) as one of the cultural markers need to pay close attention to the communication running 
smoothly. Avoid the occurrence of communication breakdown in the delivery of messages 
through language, especially the language of Bali.

 Strategies to improve understanding of the teachings of Hinduism can also be pursued 
through the three educational paths mentioned above. In addition, social media has also 
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provided many sites that can be used in order to increase understanding of Hindu religious 
teachings. One very important thing in this context is the awareness to learn seriously about the 
teachings of Hinduism. With regard to it in understanding the teachings of religion in reference 
sources it is necessary also the use of viveka. Referring to Ngurah, et all. (2006:198) viveka is 
an attitude that is able to distinguish between wrong and right, good and bad.

 The strategy of selectively adapting cultures is also a relatively heavy challenge because 
external influences through various media are very heavy. Balinese who want to maintain the 
preservation of Balinese culture today must be able to respond to external influences, especially 
modernization and globalization. Referring to Sujana (1994:45) the Balinese are now in the 
midst of social and cultural change, or are under a shift in social structure, or overwhelmed by 
uncontrollable social and cultural developments and confronted with the swift and intensive, 
reacted strongly to any outside interference attempting to undermine Balinese and culture.

 Synergize with the above phenomenon, in order to maintain the existence of Balinese 
culture must be able to respond to external flows with empowerment potential of cultural capital 
owned. The ability to sort out what is good and what is not good is a demand that must be met. 
In this regard, in accepting foreign influence through various media should use wiweka (logical 
reasoning) wisely. In addition, among future generations it is necessary to provide assistance 
from parents or leaders in order to provide direction and consideration as a filter to select the 
influence of external culture.

V. Closing Section
 Based on the above study can be seen that the influx of modernization/globalization 
is very likely to disperse the traditions owned by the people of Bali in Lombok. The traditions 
described above, such as the tradition of ngejot, the traditions of saling undang, and the 
majenukan tradition have a very great function in order to preserve the Balinese cultural identity 
imbued by Hinduism in Lombok. Implementation of these traditions is also at the same time 
very effective for building internal social relationships among the Balinese. With regard to it is 
very important to preserve the noble traditions of the past in the present day.

 The defense of the noble traditions that the Balinese ancestors had built in the historic 
period is certainly not easy. There are a number of strategies that can be applied to revitalize 
these traditions. As for strategies that would be an alternative to maintaining such traditions, 
such as building awareness of the importance of traditional values, using Balinese language 
in communicating with fellow Balinese, increasing understanding of Hindu teachings, and 
selectively adapting cultures. The reinforcement of these quocidian ties would be very effective 
in order to strengthen the implementation of Balinese culture imbued with the teachings of 
Hinduism in Lombok.
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