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Abstract

Attraction is a vital element in tourism as it functions to draw flocks of visitors to a particular 
destination. The major tourist attraction in Candikuning Village is Lake Beratan, which traditionally 
serves as fresh water reservoir which supplies surrounding areas in the Tabanan and Badung 
regencies as well as Denpasar. Recently, the lake has also become a tourist destination. For 
Hindu communities, the existence of Lake Beratan implies not only economic viability, but also 
high religious values in such a way that it is considered a sacred lake. Its sacredness is marked 
by the building of several temples around it such as Pura Penataran Agung, Pura Lingga 
Petak, Pura Dalem Purwa, Pura Prajapati and Pura Taman Beji. These temples are places for 
venerating God manifested as Tri Murti for the fertility, welfare, and prosperity of the people 
and the world. In Hindu cosmology, a lake is viewed as the center of a fresh water source. The 
Hindu community’s belief in this cosmology has resulted in local wisdom practices to preserve 
balance in the natural environment, including the lake. It is hoped that this local wisdom can 
preserve the pristine natural environment of Lake Beratan. Likewise, cosmological knowledge 
is still preserved in the lives of local people and is expressed in their mythology. Therefore, 
if the Hindu community’s cosmology is not manifested in tourist attraction development, than 
threats to the environment and the local people’s lives are imminent.
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Introduction
In the last two decades, there has been a shift in travel orientation. Tourist orientation no longer 
refers the conventional products which offer recreational activities, yet it has shifted into special 
products which emphasizes the element of experience, uniqueness, authenticity, respect the 
environment and local culture (Damanik, 2006). This trend has brought about impacts to 
increase the interest of tourists in order to visit the area which offers tourist attractions in the 
countryside.

The research by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism (2001) on “The Study of Special Interest 
Tourist Development Planning” indicates that the main interests of foreign tourists during their 
visits to Indonesia are to see the local people’s original lives (20 percent), to follow rituals 
and ceremonies (15 percent), to see and learn about local industry (12.5 percent), and to 
enjoy local culinary (10 percent). It is also affirmed that the motivation of foreign tourists visit 
Indonesia is to witness different culture (67.5 percent). The same thing also happened in Bali 
where the motivation of foreign tourists visiting Bali are for witnessing cultural attractions and its 
traditional ceremonies (71.17 percent), and 53.83 percent for domestic tourists  (Bali Tourism 
Office, 2011).
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Implications of the shift in tourist orientation demand a shift in the orientation of tourism 
product development from tourism products with the concept of mass tourism emphasizing 
the quantitative aspects to the concept of quality tourism which inclines towards environmental 
conservation and cultural values of the community, the development of local communities 
including to provide great benefits for local people and long-term profit. The shift in tourist 
orientation, therefore, demands a reorientation in tourism development.

The development of rural areas as a tourism attractions need to be followed up as an 
anticipation of a shift in tourism patterns today. One of the programs in the field of tourism 
taken by the Government of Bali in anticipating the tendency of tourist orientation is through 
the development of tourism villages. Logical consequences of the development of tourism 
villages required revamping the main tourism products, especially the tourism attraction and 
the quality of service according to the wishes of tourists. Such improvements require the 
involvement of local communities. Local people play an important role in the development of 
tourism attractions, because resources and uniqueness of local communities in the form of 
physical and non-physical elements (traditions and cultures) inherently attached within the 
community is the main driving force for the development of tourism attractions.

Tourism attraction is one of elements in tourism that can encourage the presence of tourists in 
a particular tourism destination. As a tourist destination, Candikuning Village which is located in 
Tabanan Regency has a diversity of charms, both natural and unique cultural attractions. This 
attraction is suitable for the development of the main tourism attraction, Lake Beratan. Beratan, 
which is believed as the source of water for some areas in Bali, even subak in Bali believes 
that Lake Beratan, Lake Buyan, and Lake Tamblingan are the main sources for suppliers of 
irrigation water. The area around Lake Beratan is highly sacred by the Hindus living in the 
island of Bali. Moreover, the surrounding area is also very rich of sacred values where efforts 
have been made to protect natural resources in accordance with the concept of rwa bhineda, 
nyegara gunung and purusa predana (Candrawan , 2015). This is reflected in the cosmological 
presence of Hindus in Lake Beratan area in the preservation of the environment which leads to 
the development of tourism attractions.

The existence of mythology as the ideology of society has supported the preservation of the 
environment as supporting facilities in the development of tourism attractions, such as kayu 
larangan, mythology of soan, mythology of Gombang Dragon, Rakrik Dragon which encourage 
people in order to maintain and preserve the sanctity of the lake as always. Fundamentally, the 
main principles of tourism attraction development are to prioritize the process of involvement of 
local people in the exchange of ideas, actions, decision-making, and controls in the development 
of rural tourism, the development of tourism attractions are based on the nature of traditional 
culture or the nature of attraction close to nature. Thus, the development of tourism facilities 
is directed into a small-scale, so that it can be owned and run by local communities (Fandeli, 
2003). However, in reality, these principles have not been well implemented in the development 
of Lake Beratan attractions. In the future development of tourism attractions requires human 
resources with good understanding in the complexity of tourism development.

The Meaning of Water in Hinduism
Water is inseparable from living things and life on earth. It is the source of life for all living things 
without exception as well as the land to stand for all the living things whose function is as the 
motherland where the return of all things to melt and destroy all keletehan which exists in the 
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earth and becomes a source of water. Consequently, water is everything for the living things, 
both plants and animals and also human beings who desperately need water, even to be more 
complete in the body requires a certain size, so that the organs of the body work well, because 
if the creatures live without water, then they will be suffered their lives due to drought.

For Hindus, water means fertility in agricultural activities, for healing the activity of treatment, 
and it also means the purification in Ruwatan, water is an important means of praying. There 
are two types of water used in prayers: (a) water for cleaning the mouth and hands, (b) holy 
water which is called the tirta. There are two kinds of Tirta, nemly the tirta in the dapan by 
pleading to God, Ida Sang Hyang Widhi Wasa, and the one which is blessed by puja. The 
function of tirta is to clean up ourselves of dirt and impurity of the mind. There are various types 
of tirta which are used in religious ceremonies, some of which are; tirta pembersihan, tirta 
pengelukatan, tirta wangsuhpada, tirta pemanah, tirta penembak, and tirta pengentas. 

Water also means the immortality for the Gods, the water purification cycle, the well-being 
of fulfilling the needs of the family and the happiness. The various important meanings may 
happen if the water cycle which comes from the heaven can be absorbed by the biological 
environment and cause fertility, all flowering plants, fruitful welfares the environment, then the 
absorbed water flows and united in the sea. The unity of water from the mountains to the sea 
is the unification of mountains and seas. The unification of purusa and predana raise the water 
core (amerta) which presents the cupu amerta (Rema, 2013).

Community Participation in the Paradigm of Community-Based and Sustainable 
Development
The community-based and sustainable development paradigm place people at a central 
position in development, which is emerging as a response to development policies that favor 
economic growth and often ignore the environmental, social, and community culture. In terms 
of tourism development as well as macroeconomic development also embraced the growth 
paradigm which refers to the theory of modernization with its trickle-down effect.

Tourism development has been directed to a large-scale tourism oriented to the capital intensive 
with the pursuit of high growth. It is not impossible to create negative impacts such as (a) 
dependence on industrialized countries, (b) deterioration in the quality of the natural environment, 
(c) the occurrence of an economic gap between local communities and capital owners, (d) the 
penetration of tourism and foreign capital intervention come into rural areas, which leads to the 
process of marginalization of socio-economic position of local communities.

Tourism is blamed as a part of neoliberalism which is only exploiting local communities, while the 
benefits of tourism development are mostly enjoyed by the investors. The income and welfare 
gap between layers of society will be greater, while local communities will be marginalized. 
One way to change the approach of large-scale tourism development which is oriented to the 
quantity and high growth is to emphasize the small-scale tourism of community-oriented.

In addition to the community-based concept, the concept of sustainable tourism is also 
becoming an important thing in the tourism development. In tourism, these two concepts are 
community-based and sustainable synergy. Sustainable development is a development which 
is able to fulfill the needs of the present, without sacrificing the future generations in order 
to fulfill their needs. Thus, the fulfillment of the needs of the current generation should not 
destroy a variety of resources, so that the welfare of future generations is assured (Cooper, 
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2008). Sustainable tourism is a process and system of tourism development which is able 
to guarantee the existence of natural resources, socio-cultural life, and economy until future 
generations. In essence, sustainable tourism is tourism which provides a long-term benefits to 
the local economy without damaging the environment (Dewi, 2014).

Cosmological Society of Hinduism
Cosmology is part of the science of philosophy, which believes its discussion as a comprehensive 
discussion of human philosophy with its structures and norms. Cosmology is an extension 
of human philosophy by itself which cannot be viewed out of the world. The position of the 
philosophical system is very close to general metaphysics, in which both seek fundamental 
structures and norms for a university, but limit themselves to the realm of the world (Bakker, 
1995).

Cosmology can be defined as science which investigates the development of the universe 
as a regular system and the history of the macro-scale universe. In particular, this science 
deals with the origin and evolution of a subject which is studied in astronomy, philosophy, and 
religion.

Hinduism cosmology is the knowledge of all things related to the universe according to Hinduism 
philosophy. In Hinduism, the universe is built on five elements, namely water (liquid), fire 
(plasma), soil (solid matter), air (gas substance) and ether. The five elements are called Panca 
Maha Bhuta or the five elements of material. The difference in general is to enter intentionally 
the role of God as the forerunner to the creation and fusion of the universe. Nevertheless, 
it is generally explained that cosmologists do not deny the existence of God as the embryo 
of all things, but do not include it for the reason that in general. Other sciences also can not 
include God in their epistemological procedures. On the other hand, Hinduism puts God first 
and foremost as a causa prima (sangkan paraning numadi) of the universe. Hinduism views 
the creation of the universe is stemming from God, from within the body or the content of God 
(Hiraya garba), with God also this universe will be restored. Thus, the universe and its contents 
undergo the process of birth, life, and death repeatedly (Candrawan, 2015).

Hinduism cosmology is an understanding which is possessed by adherents of Hinduism about 
the origin and evolution of a subject which resides in Lake Beratan tourism attraction towards 
the surrounding nature. This will inadvertently impact on the conservation of nature and the 
development of tourism attractions. Some cosmological elements in Hinds are:

(a) Mythology

In the mythology about preserving trees (taru), Hindus believe that cutting the trees incorrectly 
without getting permission from the Desa Adat will get pastu from the ancestors, and even 
sanctions will be penalized when cutting down the protected trees. The existence of the myth of 
Gombang Dragon and Rakrik Dragon also gives a picture of people’s belief that Lake Beratan 
area is a sacred area which must be maintained for its sanctity as well as the Hindus’ believes 
on the sources of texts both oral and written, such as guyon tuwon which also encourages the 
importance of maintaining the lake as an effort to create religious climate in the development 
of tourism attractions.

(b) Awig-awig.

Awig- awig in Hindus does not only discriminate against rights and obligations, but gives 
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sanctions in the form of fines, physical, and psychological and spiritual sanctions, so that 
sufficient to be felt as suffering by the offenders (Aryawan, 2006). Indigenous peoples have the 
duty to carry out awig-awig and participate in taking wisdom through paruman which aims to 
ensure the preservation of unity by maintaining a harmonious balance based on tri hita karana, 
so that in case of violation of awig-awig will influence the occurrence of disharmony  nature of 
sekala and niskala.

To sum up, the villagers of Candikuning Village have poured the rules of the conservation 
of lakes on awig-awig, so the community is obliged to comply all of the matters related to 
the preservation of Lake Beratan, such as requiring people who want to cut wood to ask 
permission to customary penglingsir and re-stir young shoots from the felled tree to the land. 
Besides related to environmental conservation, this model is also done as an effort of Hindus in 
order to actively participate in the development of Lake Beratan tourism attraction as a natural 
tourism rides that offer beauty of natural scenery to tourists.

(c) Religious System

The belief system is a guideline manifested through religious activity. For Hindus, the harmony 
between humans and nature is actualized through human efforts in religious action. Ritual 
offerings addressed to the Gods who dwell in mountains and lakes. For Hindus, Lake Beratan 
is considered as a sacred area. The sanctity of the lake is represented by the existence of 
temples around the lake. The temples are Penataran Agung Temple, Lingga Petak Temple 
which is located on the lips of the lake, Dalem Purwa Temple, Prajapati Temple, and Taman Beji 
Temple. The temples have a function as a place of worship of God’s majesty in its manifestation 
as the God of Tri Murti in order to invoke the grace of fertility, prosperity, the welfare of mankind, 
and the preservation of the universe. Those temples have a high spiritual magic, so that the 
area around the temple and the lake is very sacred by the Hindus. To maintain the sanctity of 
the lake, it will be conducted danu kerthi ceremony every 5 (five) years.

Danu kerthi ceremony is interpreted as an effort to maintain the sanctity and preservation of 
fresh water sources, such as lakes, rivers, and several other freshwater springs. In the Hinduism 
cosmic layout, lake is the center of a freshwater spring. From the catchment of surface lakes 
and underground lakes came the source of the springs which flow into rivers. In sekala, danu 
kerthi is done with respect, preserving the purity of fresh water sources, so it will not be polluted 
due to bad behavior on fresh water sources as one of nature’s most decisive elements of life 
on earth. In niskala, danu kerthi is implemented with various ceremonies related to maintaine 
the sanctity and preservation of freshwater resources and preserving the Beji Temple and Ulun 
Danu Temple, the goal is to maintain a positive aura on fresh water sources.

Management and Development of Lake Beratan Tourism Attraction  

Tourism attractions can be interpreted as a tourism attraction which includes all kinds of moving 
or immovable objects that have the appeal and worth offered to tourists. Tourism attractions 
can be distinguished into two forms, namely (a) attractions that can be enjoyed by the five 
senses, for example, dance performances, local culinary, typical buildings, following farming 
activities in the fields or picking fruit in the garden, and (b) attractions that cannot be seen by 
naked eyes, for example, listening to the narrative of the villager which tells the past of a village 
or listening to the mythology of the existence or origin that developed in a particular region.

Natural attractions in the form of Lake Beratan and cultural attractions of Ulun Danu Temple is 
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located on the lips of Lake Beratan which is believed by the Hindus as Dewi Sri stana who is the 
prosperity goddess, she is expected to attract the interest of tourist arrivals. The management 
of the tourist attraction is done in the following way. (a) the arrangement of parking facilities 
around Lake Beratan for fishing activities, camping, parasailing, boating, (b) arrangement of 
Ulun Danu Beratan Temple in the form of building Kurung Temple and Bentar Temple, garden 
expansion in temple area and lake edge, playground for children, (c) beautify the view by 
arranging the flower garden and planting 6000 begonian flower seeds to beautify the look of 
the garden which is often used as a self-made photo object by tourists.

The development of tourism attractions through the concept of diversification aims to create 
comfort and tourists’ satisfaction. An example is to hold the Ulun Danu Beratan Festival for 
a whole month every July to August. This festival is expected to increase the quantity of 
tourist visit to Ulun Danu Temple and Lake Beratan. The festival which is held every Sunday 
and Wednesday presents various art attractions from the level of Candikuning Village area. 
Attractions which are displayed are okokan art, nguncang, baris dance, and so on. This is part 
of the preservation of local culture and as an effort to increase the number of tourist visits.

The management of Lake Beratan attractions should be oriented towards local ecological 
and cultural balance. Local Government as the manager must seriously implement it, if the 
management does not pay attention to the synergy of ecology and local culture, then there 
will be an environmental problem in Candikuning Village, such as activity around the lake by 
boat gives a physical impact in erosion which is caused by water waves in around the edge of 
the lake. The direct interaction between the boat propellers causes the lake water to become 
turbid. The turbid of water in a lake can disrupt the process of photosynthesis of underwater 
vegetation, such as algae. Loss of vegetation on the edge of the lake will lead to the increase 
water temperatures, reduced organic matter as a source of energy for aquatic living creatures 
that will lead to a decrease in the number of fish and other fauna (Bali Provincial Environment 
Agency, 2011).

Pollution in Lake Beratan occurred in addition to tourism activities, such as environmental 
degradation which is caused by piles of garbage, also due to agricultural activity in the lake area 
that produces pollution waste. Clearance occurs due to erosion in the catchment area of the 
lake. Erosion occurs due to cultivation activity around the lake and the high rate of land transfer 
function. The existence of changes in cropping patterns also affect the high rate of erosion. 
By the increasing tourism and agricultural activities, the potential for pollution is increased 
and quality of Lake Beratan attractions is decreased, whereas the quality of tourist products, 
such as good tourism attractions is a comparative advantage of a tourism destination. Tourism 
activities that do not take into account of the environment will be a threat to the sustainability of 
tourism as well as destroy the life of the human’s future (Sumarwoto, 1997).

The development of tourism attractions in Lake Beratan needs to pay attention to the local 
ecological and cultural balance to avoid further damage. It requires planning and arrangement 
of tourism attractions comprehensively by prioritizing harmony with nature through the concept 
of tri hita karana for the welfare of the community. Communities need to take a role in the 
development of tourism attractions through the concrete participation of the embodiment of 
Hinduism cosmological values in the process of developing tourism attractions by maintaining 
a natural balance based on cosmological spirit which is still held firm by the surrounding 
community in the mythological portrait, awig-awig, and religious system become very important 
considering that in the last two decades that there has been a change of travel orientation.
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The development of tourism attractions must maintain the authenticity in order to compete 
with attractions with other areas. Tourism attractions are the main attraction for someone to 
visit somewhere. Therefore, the authenticity of the tourism attraction which is served must be 
maintained through the reinforcement of the cosmological and local wisdom in maintaining the 
natural balance is expected to occur a symbiotic mutualisme relation between environmental 
development and tourism development.

Conclusion
To sum up, the cosmological understanding of the Hindus on the development of Lake Beratan 
tourism attractions is quite good. Some cosmologies are still held by people who are stained 
in mythology that has become rooted ideology. This good understanding, built on the local 
wisdom passed down by the hereditary villagers. Local wisdom which underlies the public 
understanding of tourism attraction is the philosophy of tri hita karana. Tri hita karana gives a 
guidance, so that people will live happy, safe, peaceful, and prosperous, they are obliged to 
maintain harmonious relationship with God (parahyangan), with fellow human (pawongan), 
and with nature (palemahan). Hindus’ believes in the philosophy to form local knowledge to 
always keep the balance of nature and the environment including lakes, forests, rice fields. 
Local knowledge is expected to support the sustainability of natural resources and culture 
remain steady.

The existence of Lake Beratan tourism attractions which is understood by the Hindus is not 
merely mean about the economic, but religious meaning is high, so that the Lake Beratan 
area is sacred by the surrounding community. The sanctity of the lake is represented by the 
existence of temples around the lake, such as Penataran Agung Temple, Lingga Petak Temple, 
Dalem Purwa Temple, Prajapati Temple, and Taman Beji Temple. Those temples are served 
as a place to worship God’s majesty with its manifestation as the God of Tri Murti to invoke 
the grace of fertility, prosperity, human welfare, and the preservation of the universe. In order 
for the sustainability of Lake Beratan tourism attractions to be maintained, the implementation 
of community values that put forward the Hinduism cosmological and promote the harmony in 
life needs to be actualized, purely, consistently, and purposefully. This concept is very much in 
tune with the concept of sustainable development.
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