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Abstract

Various religions, ethnic groups, races, and beliefs adorn the inhabitants of the Sekarbela 
sub-district of Mataram City. The existence of interactions between these groups is an aspect 
of communication that needs to be maintained and sustained in order to increase awareness 
and a sense of togetherness among them. The population is dominated by the Muslim 
community while the Hindu society is also a part of the pattern of religious creativity. Given 
these conditions, this paper seeks to show how the religious communities carry out ceremony 
activities. One such religious ritual performed by the Islamic community is the Maulid Nabi 
Muhammad Peace Be Upon Him ceremony, which is an expression of their gratitude, joy and 
enjoyment of the grace of Almighty God. In the Sekarbela sub-district of Mataram City, the 
implementation of this ceremony needs to be a sociological activity of communication among 
the Sasak Islam people with the Bali Hindu people. Based on data about the ceremony from 
a questionnaire, in-depth interviews, and documents analyzed in a qualitative interpretative 
manner, this research found that between the Sasak Islam and the Bali Hindu people there is: 
(a) interreligion symbolic communication that includes interpersonal communication and group 
communication; (b) communication through a process that includes ancestral relationship; (c) 
ideological closeness; (d) a sense of kinship and togetherness; and (e) a sense of humanity. 
Understandings fostered by the interreligion symbolic communication of the Sasak Islam and 
Bali Hindu people in the Maulid Nabi Muhammad SAW ceremony include the meaning of 
religion, the meaning of fellowship, and the meaning of unity.

Key words: interreligion symbolic communication, Maulid Nabi Muhammad, Peace Be Upon 
Him

I. Introduction
The city of Mataram is one of the cities in the province of West Nusa Tenggara, and is flanked 
between the regencies of West Lombok and Central Lombok. It lies between 08 ‘33’ and 08 
‘38’ South Latitude and between 1160 04 ‘- 116’ 10 ‘East Longitude. The total area of Mataram 
City is 61.30 Km2, which is divided into 6 Sub-districts. The widest sub district is Selaparang 
which is equal to 10,7653 Km2, followed by Mataram District with area of 10,7647 Km2. While 
the smallest area is Sekarbela District with an area of 9.4600 Km2.

Based on the Regional Regulation of Mataram City; Number: 3 Year 2007, About Sub-district 
and Kelurahan expansion in Mataram City, Sub-district which previously amounted to 3 (three) 
Subdistricts was divided into 6 (six) with 50 (fifty) urban villages and 298 neighborhoods, one 
Sekarbela District consists of Kelurahan Kekalik Jaya, Tanjung Karang Permai, Karang Pule, 
and Jempong Baru.
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The existence of Sekarbela District is administratively located about 2 kilometers from the 
center of Mataram. The area is known as an industrial center that is jewelry craftsmen derived 
from various noble materials, such as gold, silver, and pearls. The profession is passed down 
from generation to generation in order to preserve and maintain its blood culture.

In terms of preservation of cultural traditions, the Sekarbela society is much opened to interact 
and communicate with other communities. This is indicated when the celebration of tradition, 
many other religious people come at once to make a friendship as a form of brotherhood and 
kinship; one of them through the celebration of the maulid of Prophet Muhammad peace be 
upon on him.

In improving social cohesion of Sekarbela community since the first has a culture of mutual visit 
through social cohesiveness ties. With the existence of the activity of the relationship indicates 
that there is a strong family bond between Sekarbela society with other people in Lombok. This 
is done in the form of the celebration of the maulid Prophet Muhammad. This celebration is 
done as part of the appreciation and respect for the Prophet Muhammad’s struggle in spreading 
and maintaining the existence of Muslims.

II. Discussion
2.1 Background of Mauludan Prophet Muhammed PBUH Feast of the mauludan as part 
of the celebration of the birth of Prophet Muhammad SAW.
He was born in 570 AD (General Era) in Mecca City in the Arabian Peninsula which is part of 
modern Saudi Arabia. Her father died shortly after marriage. When Muhammad was twenty-
five years old, he was employed by a woman named Khadijah to bring his wares to Syria. 
Khadija, a widow of Muhammad’s senior fifteen years old, then proposed marriage to him, 
which he approved. They stayed together for almost a quarter of a century, until Khadija’s 
death was about 8-9 years after the revelation of the Qur’an.

In the journey of Prophet Muhammad’ life gives very much the pattern of development progress 
of Islan in improving religious understanding. With the journey undertaken can change and 
improve the view and understanding of the worship and knowledge of religion an-sich. The same 
thing in line with Koentjaraningrat’s statement (in Wiranata, 2002) explains that belief (religion) 
is one of the most difficult elements to interpret, and even takes a long time and always happens 
throughout the development of human history. With that struggle, the Muslims appreciate and 
honor by celebrating the birthday with the term maulud of Prophet Muhammad PBUH. This is 
reinforced by Couldry (2005: 60) explains that rituals relate to voluntary patterned behaviors 
undertaken by society on a downward (customary) basis regarding patterned behavior.

2.2 The forms of inter-religion communication in the celebration of the maulid of Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH in Sekarbela Mataram
2.2.1 Personal Communication
In the course of his life the Prophet Muhammad continued to perform sermons to the Muslims in 
order to purify the teachings of Islam. In the sermon delivered to implement the true teachings 
of Islam. This is in line with the statement Carey (1992: 18) explains that the ritual activities 
of each person together gathered and fellowship (Fellowship and commonality). With the 
persistence and obedience of the Prophet in implementing the spread of Islam, then all Muslims 
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feel very appreciate for the effort and struggle of the Prophet during his life. For the struggle 
based on the sincere sense of sincere selfless, then on his birthday, Muslims celebrate Maulud 
of prophet with festive and solemn.

The sermons are performed by religious leaders (Ustad) verbally in order to convey the true 
teachings of Islam. It can be done at the time of studying or at the time of religious discussion with 
the santri or students so as to provide supplies and deep knowledge about the true teachings 
of Islam. With personal communication, it is hoped that familiarity relationship will come closer 
besides understanding values of the religion importance as part of the truth execution. The 
same thing emphasized Mulyana (2013: 61) explains that through conversation with others, we 
can better understand ourselves and also a better understanding of the messages delivered.

2.2.2 Interpersonal Communication
Lombok people are society that has a tradition and custom which is thick of ancestral tradition. 
This tradition is done in order to commemorate the persistent struggle of the Prophet Muhammad 
so that it gets support from various parties so that the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s 
birthday is celebrated as a national holiday. It is still done by the people of Sekarbela as holding 
the ancestral culture closely.

To know the concern proof among religious people, then other people are invited to come 
together presenting in the activity of friendship in order to improve the sense of togetherness. 
Therefore, an adaptive and tolerant attitude is required in addressing religious adherence in 
communicating the importance of the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad. In this case it is 
expected that every invited guest is expected to come alongside congratulating the struggle of 
the Prophet in advancing the Muslim community. When other religious people come directly to 
congratulate is a part of brotherhood and unity among religious people in the city of Mataram.

2.3 Ceremony Process of Mauludan Prophet Muhammad SAW in Sekarbela District
2.3.1 Ideology Concept
The celebration of the Prophet Muhammad as part of the ancestral heritage that deserves 
a place and serious attention in improving the innovation and motivation of the people of 
Sekarbela Kota Mataram. The existence of ancestral civilization that needs to be maintained as 
part of the tradition that needs to be preserved as part to know the identity and self-actualization 
of Sekarbela community. The same thing is true based on acculturation theory (Ningrat, 2004: 
24) which explains that the behavior of religious life has a form of religious coherence that 
interacts between two or more local cultures and ultimately embodies a form of acculturation. 
Therefore it is needed a deep understanding and view of the meaning and significance of 
ancestral heritage that should be preserved and maintained its existence.

The presence of the Prophet Muhammad as an ideology of Sekarbela society in maintaining the 
ancestral heritage as an expression of gratitude and happy towards the struggle of the Prophet 
has developed the true Islamic teachings. The essence of the celebration of the Prophet’s 
struggle has given the pattern and color of the Muslims development especially in the District 
of Sekarbela Mataram City. For that we need an ideology that is loaded with the meaning and 
values of truth as part of the preservation of ancestral culture.
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2.3.2 The Existence of Kinship Closeness
The mauludan celebration of Prophet Muhammad  enthusiastically invites Muslims all over the 
world, even in Indonesia and Sekarbela in particular. Given the maulud as part of a large Muslim 
maiden, the maulud of Prophet Mohammad gets serious attention and is very enthusiastic 
for Muslims to celebrate it individually or communally. This has contributed positively to the 
creativity and the community activities in increasing the sense of unity and unity among Muslims 
in Sekarbela.

In reality maulud celebration of the Prophet Muhammad gives a special impression for the 
existence of Muslims in Sekarbela. Every celebration of the Prophet Muhammad is celebrated 
festive and full of solemnity. Sekarbela people do with a feeling of silence followed by mutual 
communication and interaction among Muslims and even invite other maiden to attend at 
the same time improve the relationship of kinship and togetherness. Thus created the feel of 
kinship and brotherhood among the people in Sekarbela Mataram City.

The presence of family relationships coupled with the fraternal attachment, then every 
celebration of the Prophet Mohammed community Sekarbela invite the surrounding community 
such as the Hindu community (environment Pagesangan Barat, Pagesangan, and pagesangan 
Timur) in addition to invite Christians as part of cultivate the ropes among religious people. 
This is evidenced in every celebration of the Prophet Mohammed, Hindus, and Christians and 
Buddhists present as part of raising the ropes of brotherhood among religious people.

In the presence of the Prophet Muhamaad celebration of each invited guest, they bring goods 
or other forms such as rice, sugar, coffee, bread, fruit, and others as a form to enliven the 
celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s maulud. From the luggage will be used to welcome 
the dishes of the guests in attendance so that the completeness of the materials served and 
treat can be enjoyed by others. Thus there is a symbolic communication between Muslims who 
celebrate the Prophet Muhammad with other people who are invited in the celebration of the 
Prophet’s maulud.

2.3.3 Sense of Humanity
In the implementation, every invited guest is given dialogue by promoting the sense of 
brotherhood and kinship by upholding the values of the unity and the unity among religious 
people in the city of Mataram. The talks are limited to the family condition, the work, and the 
problems that can increase the adherence and unity and religious unity of Mataram. This is 
confirmed by Edkins and Willliams (2013: 248) explains that each attitude is sincere and ready 
to carry out obligations for the sake of consensus everyone can understand each other through 
a process of dialogue.

After the conversation is done the greeting shake as part of fostering the sense of brotherhood 
and unity as a tradition of ancestral cultural preservation. This tradition is used as a forerunner 
in increasing unity and adherence among religious people in Sekarbela. Before the invitations 
come home is given a package of food, fruit, and other beverages to be given to other families 
such as children, grandchildren, and other neighbors so as to cultivate a caring attitude towards 
other people even though they are not present in the celebration. This is symbolic of a sense 
of brotherhood and unity among humankind.

After the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad finished, the places where food items used 
as food and beverage containers returned by his guests and filled with food and drink as part 
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of thanks. This is what indicates that the celebration of mauludan is a gathering event in order 
to increase the sense of togetherness and brotherhood among the people in Sekarbela sub-
district Mataram City.

2.4 Meaning of Symbolic Communication Inter-religion Ceremony of Mauludan Prophet 
Muhammad  in District Sekarbela
2.4.1 Meaning of Unity 
The celebration of the mauludan is as part to celebrate birthday of the Prophet Muhammad, 
the day to remember and remember the struggle of the prophet in carrying out the mandate 
of the almighty God. To increase the celebration requires a deep concept and understanding 
of the meaning in order to improve understanding of the meaning of the Prophet Muhammad 
mauludan. With the same views and understanding that grows mutual respect among religious 
people.

Given the same view and understanding of the importance of the celebration of the mauludan, 
it can increase unity among religious maiden, the importance of the celebration of mauludan 
in order to increase unity among religious people. This is reflected when the celebration of 
mauludan can visit each other as the basis of hospitality in the framework of unity and among 
religious communities in Sekarbela Mataram.

2.4.2 Meaning of Togetherness
Mauludan celebrations conducted on the basis of religious beliefs in carrying out traditions 
and cultures. To raise awareness of each other requires the existence of a relationship to 
support and enliven the implementation of the Prophet Muhammad’s maulud, thus requiring a 
sense of togetherness and brotherhood among religious people. The presence in addition is to 
enliven the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s maulud as a part to enhance the sense of 
togetherness and brotherhood among religious people.

The reality of the celebration of the Prophet Mohammed has invited various religious people as 
part of interaction and communication in enhancing kinship relationships in the cohesiveness 
of religious people to create comfortable, peaceful and comfortable conditions among religious 
people. It is done by visiting each other and giving each other, support and also feel caring 
for the celebration which is done with feeling full of intimacy and kinship in framework of 
brotherhood and humanity.

2.4.3 Social Meaning
Humans as social beings need the help and attention of others. Activities undertaken as part 
of the awards and concerns of others. With the help of others to foster a sense of social 
awareness in order to improve social communication as individuals and the community. That is 
why self-awareness is needed in order to improve personal relationships and social relations 
of the community.

The existence of social conditions that are full of activity and social creativity indicate that 
people always need the help and attention of others. Therefore, social sensitivity is needed 
in order to create a conducive, comfortable, peaceful, and peaceful environment. Thus the 
celebration of the Prophet Muhammad is celebrated as part of increasing social cohesiveness 
and harmonious relationships with fellow individuals and communities in the city of Mataram.
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2.4.4 Meaning of Cultural Preservation Area
The celebration of the Prophet Muhammad as part of the cultural preservation of the region will 
give its own color and style to the existence of the Sekarbela community. Since the celebration 
of the Prophet is quite lively and majestic, it is hoped community participation to provide new 
spirit for the creation of cultural preservation that has been passed down by ancestors. The 
celebration of the Prophet Muhammed was done in order to preserve the Prophet Muhammad’s 
struggle to contribute to the Prophet’s development and advancement in carrying out a noble 
task in order to establish Islamic civilization. With the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad 
as part of the preservation of local culture with the local identity of Sekarbela, it provides a 
characteristic of the growth and development of regional culture. This as the existence of 
Sekarbela community to preserve and maintain in understanding the vision of Mataram City 
for the creation of creativity and activity of civilized society for the realization of the advanced, 
religious and culturally advanced in Mataram.

III. Conclusion
In contrast to the background and discussion, it can be concluded as follows:

a) Form of symbolic communication inter-religion Local Islam with Balinese Hinduism in the 
Prophet Muhammad Maulid Ceremony PBUH in Sekarbela District Mataram City are: 1) 
Interpersonal communication is communication between individuals in learning and interpreting 
the meaning of Prophet Muhammad; and 2) Interpersonal communication is through 
communication between religious people in order to increase the adherence and brotherhood 
between religious people.

b) The process of communication is done through the processes: 1) The concept of ideology 
is to instill understanding and understanding of the importance of the Prophet Muhammad’s 
maulud for Sekarbela community: 2) The sense of kinship and togetherness is the feeling of 
mutual respect and care for each other as part of brotherhood and kinship; and 3) The sense 
of humanity is the sense of concern that mankind has a sense and is sensitive to all things that 
are human.

C) The meaning of symbolic communication inter-religion of local Islam with Hindu Bali in the 
celebration of the Prophet Mohammed in the District Sekarbela Mataram is: 1) The meaning 
of unity and unity that is to increase the sense of unity and unity within the framework of 
multicultural society; 2) The meaning of togetherness is to increase brotherhood and caring 
for others; 3) The social meaning of requiring assistance and social sensitivity in appreciating 
the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad; and 4) The meaning of cultural preservation is 
to maintain the regional culture as part of identity and identity of Sekarbela community of 
Mataram City.
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