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Abstract

Makotek is an oral tradition performed as a ritual to ward off misfortune for the residents of 
Munggu Village in the Badung Regency. The name refers to kotek-kotek from the interlocking 
sounds to dispel epidemic diseases during a ceremony on the holy day of Kuningan. It is 
interesting that in this global era, when everyone is bustling to compete and develop capital 
productively, the modern and advanced society of Munggu Village still carry out the Makotek 
tradtion even though there are no signs of epidemic diseases. This article is compiled from 
the results of a qualitative research that aimed to understand what the Makotek tradition is 
and the meaning of this tradition in the global era. Data, collected through field observation, 
interviews and a literature study, was analyzed using symbol theory, deconstruction theory and 
practice theory. Findings show that the Makotek tradition involves many people from Munggu 
Village and begins by carrying out a ceremony and prayer together at the Puseh temple. 
Then, all the participants make a procession around the village carrying kotekan wooden 
instruments and heirlooms accompanied by the gamelan and singing of religious songs. At the 
great crossroads, the line of kotekan carriers make a wood formation resembling a pyramid 
in silence until one person climbs up and the attraction occurs on the top. The ritual ends 
when all of the participants have returned to the Puseh temple. Thus, the Makotek tradition in 
Munggu Village in the global era signifies religious, collective power, conservation and cultural 
preservation.
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1.INTRODUCTION
Makotek is an oral tradition which is performed as a ritual to ward off misfortune for those living 
at Munggu Village, Badung Regency, Bali Province. The name of Makotek refers to kotek-kotek 
from the attribute’s sound from many participants of the event to solving epidemic diseases in 
every Kuningan ceremony at Munggu village, Badung Regency, Bali Province.   

In Bali, there are many similar cultural traditions that still remain sustainable. Some of them 
are Geret Pandan tradition in Tenganan-Karangasem Village, Ngusaba Dangsil tradition in 
Sulahan-Bangli Village, Tipat Bantal tradition in Kapal-Badung Village, Omed-Omedan tradition 
in Sesetan Village, Masuryak tradition in Bongan-Tabanan Village. But among all these 
traditions, Makotek’s tradition is most interesting to study because Munggu people are able to 
be open to modernization as in global community groups. Beside that, only Makotek tradition is 
always carried out by involving thousands of people from different professions, heirlooms and 
hundreds of wood pullet for Hindu ceremonies every Kuningan ceremony in Bali.
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Similarly, Munggu villagers also have different activities in terms type of job, passion, ideals 
and familiar with luxury vehicle ownership, café, laundry, aircraft ticket kiosk, music studio, 
billiards, smartphones and internet cafes as well as modern people to complement everyday 
needs. However, in the midst of the busy life of each person, Munggu villagers in the global 
era still continues to implementation Makotek although there are no signs of a epidemic 
diseases. Munggu villagers are unaffected by the global stigma of backwardness, orthodoxy 
and irrationality acts during the Makotek tradition.  

This research is interesting because there is an imbalance between reality and ideality. In the 
global era, everyone is bustling with competing and developing capital productively. Not to 
mention, Social action is based on instrumental rationality in order to achieve maximum goals 
with the least power (Weber, 1958; Wallerstein, 1974). It causes the capitalistic economic 
system in a central and dominant position in their social network. Everyone tends to involve 
the construction of a capitalist market complete with a series of social relations, the flow of 
commodities, technologies, and ideologies from different cultures in the world. This condition 
has resulted in the changing needs that make almost everyone busy competing and more in 
pursuit of financial gain in the struggle for capital development.

Generally, modern and advanced society in the Global era will be more realistically and critically 
in solving their life problems. But, the fact it does not represent that. Although the Munggu 
people have been classified as modern and advanced societies but until now, the Munggu 
people still implement the Makotek to solve their life problems such as protecting them from 
disaster. Every chance to implement Makotek, not a few of them have to sacrifice some money, 
time and energy. This raises many questions, among which can be formulated: 1) What is the 
form of Makotek tradition? 2) What is the meaning of the Makotek tradition in Munggu on the 
Global era?  

2. RESEARCH METHOD
This study used a qualitative method. The primary data were collected through field observation 
techniques and interviews with informants by snowball sampling technique. The Key informant 
of Makotek Tradition is Munggu customary leader and complement informant of that as selected 
Munggu villagers. While secondary data obtained through literature study. All collected data 
have been analyzed using symbol theory, deconstruction theory and practice theory.

3. THE FORM OF MAKOTEK TRADITION IN MUNGGU VILLAGE ON GLOBAL ERA
The findings indicate that the Makotek Tradition has a large form because it involves many 
people from Munggu Village. As a ceremonial tradition that involves many people has its own 
stage of implementation and religious meaning. The specification of the activities is reflected 
on the implementation of Makotek in Munggu Village which is based on customs in Munggu 
village and Hindu religion. Makotek Religiosity is awakened from the symbolic nuance of 
offerings, banten, mantra puja during the preparation and execution of activities in connection 
with the interests of the Hindu ceremony at the Kuningan day in the village of Munggu.

The preparations of Makotek begin by preparing kotekan wood measuring 2-3 meters with 
decorated with tamiang, pandan and plawa. The preparation process involves stages of 
cleaning tools, both physically and by using upakara means of daksina, canang sari, byakawon 
and prayascita in their homes. When finished, proceed with their preparation to gather at jaba 
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Puseh temple to do the praying together.

Makotek begins with carrying out ceremonies and praying together to Puseh temple. Makotek 
implementation begins at noon at around 13:00 pm, marked by the sound kulkul on each 
banjar as a guide start the ceremony. Sacred objects in the form of tamiang kolem, tri-sakti 
spear, keris lekuk tiga that have been prepared by the stakeholders for Makotek activities 
brought and collected by Truna Gede in Puseh temple.

All the participants walk together in a row around the village of Munggu while carrying kotekan 
wood and heirlooms accompanied by gamelan and singing religious songs. The use of gamelan 
sounds and religious hymns in the implementation of Makotek traditions add to the ceremonial 
ceremony at Kuningan day. Every elected sekaa strives to offer maximally as a form of religious 
offerings. Starting from the expression of symbols, ceremonies, roles and ways they display the 
arts. It shows that the celebration of Kuningan day in the village of Munggu is not only limited 
to religious expression but also contains the meaning of artistic expression. The expression 
of art that has influenced the festivity and splendor of the Makotek tradition into a mediation 
of the people to engage in a sense of Godliness in a divine atmosphere. Divine feeling means 
feeling God with them in the rites of worship (Dhavamony 1995: 174-183; Wiana, 1993: 62-63). 
Upakara along with offerings that is presented as the main interest are arranged beautifully, so 
when doing the attraction.

Fig. 3.1 sesaji; Fig. 3.2 Banten; Fig. 3.3 Kayu Kotekan; Fig. 3.4 Atraksi Makotek
(Doc.Yoga, 2014)

In the photo above can be observed the part of Makotek activities in the Munggu village on 
Kuningan day, which from the preparation stage until the implementation of Makotek activities 
seemed to beautify. Especially during the Makotek procession took place show of forces, the 
attractions from the koteker. At a crossroads, the row of kotekan carrier forms a wood formation 
resembling a pyramid. That is silenced until one person can climb and do the attraction on the 
top. Accordingly, the value of art has been transformed as a nomad in the metaphysical space 
and becomes the cultural representative that accompanies and guides every Hindu follower 
in Munggu when worshiped to the mighty God. The expression of faith is always welcomed by 
the sprinkling of the holy water from the temple priest’s in every temple passed as a symbol of 
them blessing and willingness. Implementation of the mortgage ends when all the participants 
have arrived at Puseh temple.

3.2.THE MEANING OF MAKOTEK TRADITION IN MUNGGU VILLAGE ON GLOBAL ERA

Makotek Tradition in Munggu Village in Global era means religious, collective power, 
conservation and cultural preservation.
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3.2.1. Religious

Religious symbols become the dominant structure basis of power relations and capital in the 
society. Although there has never been a catastrophic yet socio-social disaster, the Makotek 
tradition is still routinely performed. The correlative relationship between the superstructure 
are supported by its unity of humanity, has shaped the distinctive religious vibrations of the 
Makotek tradition in accordance with the lifestyles of its present society.

Collective action that is religiously oriented can be of absolute value (Weber, 1920). Daulay 
(2011: 35) says that religion demands religious obedience through sacred and sacred means. 
Religiosity can mean human attachment to God as a source of tranquility and happiness 
(Dojosantosa, 1986: 2-3). Therefore, ideologically Makotek’s activities play a role in intensifying 
and re-energizing dependence between human and Ida Sang Hyang Widhi as a source of true 
happiness. The aim at Hindus is to achieve true eternity and happiness (moksa) (Putra, 2010). 
The attainment of absolute can mean a sign of immortality. 

An achievement can not be separated from practice in some realms of life that always involves 
a pattern of capital conversion (Bourdieu, 1977). Thus, the manifestation of absolutes is also a 
form of religious struggle which requires the exchange between of the fake with the real. The 
exchange action became more solider with the guidance of the gods as a form of response 
from the metaphysics of presence. Metaphysics can mean a “being” abstraction justified by 
single sign, word and concept (Derrida, 1982). Where the response from the metaphysics of 
presence can result in repetition and behavioral changes in social class stratification.

Makotek is one of the series of ceremonies can be understood philosophically as an aspect 
that leads to the main purpose of Hindus in the village of Munggu. Where the attainment of 
the goal is at the prime and superior level, so that its structural mediation is identical to the 
transcendental subject, the local elite, the religious expert and the superior class. Therefore, 
the implementation of the mortgage is expected to increase the intensity, dependency and 
strengthening of the dominant structure in the indigenous social stratification, so that the form 
of social solidarity and absolute as a strong pillar for religious social establishment can be 
achieved and maintained. The high level of religiosity and the continuity of the ceremony as a 
form of manifestation the views of people in Munggu village have an impact on the lateness 
of Makotek tradition. Where sustainability Makotek tradition is also expected to maintain the 
comfort zone that has been built from cultural religiously for social interests in the village of 
Munggu.                        

3.2.2 Collective Power

Sustainability of Makotek tradition is expected to impact the strengthening of cultural capital 
in order to achieve prosperity while maintaining social unity amid the flow of global change. 
Behind the implementation of the Makotek tradition in the global era there is a power relation of 
leaders, elders and the villagers. Authority and social networks are the foundation in organizing 
community organizations. Durkheim in Laeyendecker (1983: 290) says that characterizations 
in society will reflect mechanical authority. As the implementation of the Makotek tradition 
involves the elements of prahyangan, pawongan and palemahan attempt to reorganize social 
harmony as a prerequisite of collective unity, so that the roles and authorities on elders and 
community leaders are central during the preparation of Makotek activities.

A truth-based power of knowledge can change the situation (Foucault, 1972). The existence 
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about a power discussion behind the implementation of Makotek indicates that there is an 
influence of knowledge that can change the situation becomes more sacred through the form 
of festivity and tidiness of Makotek’s appearance. Condition that can not be separated from 
the elements of social cohesion. Laeyendecker (1983: 291) that social activities requires 
togetherness in order to be necessary for the inauguration of social groups. Social cohesion is 
always built and fought through a series of activities Makotek every Kuningan day is a form of 
strengthening the community base of the village of Munggu. Thus, each Makotek participant 
has a collective power in avoiding and overcoming various forms of social pathology in Munggu 
village in the global era and maintaining social solidarity with the dynamics of society intact in 
Munggu village.

3.2.3 Conservation

The implementation of Makotek tradition has an impact on the environmental defense of Munggu 
Village. Environmental awareness of Munggu village is inseparable from the conservation 
aspect. Symbolically, the implementation of the Makotek tradition has contributed to improving 
the quality life of community members of changing conditions in the Global era. Where on the 
other hand, participates in caring for the collective consciousness that the aspect of their living 
environment has a soul that requires special handling through the ceremony, one of them 
through Makotek.

The ceremony is a symbolic means that can mean the strengthening of the faith (Wijayananda, 
2004). Munggu villagers see that the relationship between excessive damage to nature and 
the wrath of God can cause disaster, so it needs to be addressed to mass-scale ceremony 
activities as in Makotek tradition. The use of ceremonial facilities in the Makotek tradition can 
build the meaning of harmony, which can be meaningfully praised vertically while horizontally 
can build awareness about the function of the natural environment for the collective. Therefore, 
the process is expected to impact on social integrity that in the long term able to conserve the 
environmental potential of communities in the village of Munggu.

Usop (2015) argues that a long-term relationship pattern builds on the role of traditional 
systems and agents. Not a few of the Munggu community members join Makotek activities 
because it has a motive to preserve nature through cultural activities show the vitality of the 
role of traditional agents in instituting the Balinese cultural system in the village of Munggu. 
Where awakening views about the existence of the environment on the utilization the potential 
of the natural environment that is conservatively the maintenance and defense of the natural 
environment in the village of Munggu. Just as many pullet trees in Munggu village are very 
meaningful to the local people because they serve as a means of ceremony in Makotek 
activities. In addition, the fear of Ida Sang Hyang Widhi’s wrath and the embarrassment to the 
indigenous Munggu community makes exploitative measures internally against the potential 
for the surrounding natural environment very difficult to find. Therefore, the implementation of 
Makotek can strengthen that awareness, so that in practice it can be meaningful conservative 
for Munggu village environment.

3.2.4 Cultural Preservation

Culture can affect what seems ordinary. As the implementation of the Makotek tradition, any 
potential that can lead to distortion appears to be creatively aligned in a ceremonial space 
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and religiously justified according to the teachings of Hinduism. The welfare of human life 
comes from the harmony of human relationships between God, human beings with humans 
and human beings with the natural environment (Mantra, 1996: 26; Karepun, 2007: 106-107). 
It then gained moral support from the elders of adat as well as the community in Munggu 
Village to achieve prosperity.

The great motive of the preservation of cultural characteristics in Makotek activities are not 
separated from the genealogy of Cultural Heritage. Genealogy asserts that the anatomy of 
power, production and knowledge come from the same source (Foucault, 1980). Makotek as 
a tradition of Munggu society is basically closely related to customs, agricultural sector and 
knowledge about Hindu history in the village of Munggu affirms from the glory of the ancestors. 
Therefore, even though Munggu villagers are already heterogeneous, the existence of the 
cultural heritage aspect of Makotek has contributed to giving meaning to the community of 
the ancestors left from  existence origin of the village land, the temple, the heirloom and the 
memories of the victory and glory of Munggu when the time of the kingdom and colonial timed 
in Indonesia.

In the time of the kingdom era of Indonesia, Munggu became the historic site of the victory of 
Mengwi kingdom, Bali against the Blambangan kingdom, east Java. In the colonial period in 
Indonesia, Munggu succeeded in frightening the Dutch colonial and maintaining the overall 
form of Makotek. The story of the ancestors also seems to have an effect on the spirit of the 
Munggu community to maintain the Makotek tradition as a form of collective toughness in the 
midst of  current dynamics society in the Global era. All these potentials received considerable 
attention and support from the cultural, social and religious institutions that made every Munggu 
proud to be a part of the community in Munggu village and continued to preserve Makotek’s 
traditions.

4.CONCLUSION
According the main text, it can be concluded that Makotek Tradition has a large form because 
it involves many people from Munggu Village. Makotek begins with carrying out ceremonies 
and praying together to Puseh temple. All the participants walked together in a row around the 
village of Munggu while carrying kotekan wood and heirlooms accompanied by gamelan and 
singing religious songs. At a crossroads, the row of kotekan carrier forms a wood formation 
resembling a pyramid. That is silenced until one person can climb and do the attraction on 
the top. Implementation of the mortgage ends when all the participants have arrived at Puseh 
temple. Makotek Tradition in Munggu Village in Global era means religious, collective power, 
conservation and cultural preservation.
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