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Abstract

The era of globalization and technological development greatly affects the pattern of social life 
and culture of societies. Technology is like a ‘window’ for seeing events all over the world. What 
happens in one corner of the earth can be captured in a short span of time from different parts 
of the world. So, the ‘gateway’ between countries is more open, cultural barriers are dissolved, 
and the cultures of nations increasingly assimilate, merge, and influence each other. This is 
what gave birth to the so-called ‘global lifestyle’ characterized by the decline and exclusion of 
local culture. The advancement of technology and easy access to everything – both positive 
and negative matters – can indirectly affect the lifestyle of a community. One aspect of 
technological advancement is in the field of multimedia technology, which is a combination 
of computer technology including hardware and software with other electronic technologies 
to deliver interactive information. The development and utilization of multimedia technology is 
widely applied in almost all aspects of an activity by combining multiple information delivery 
media such as images with sound or with other data within one medium. This merging delivers 
information in a more interesting and interactive way than just by a single medium. One of 
the advantages of multimedia technology, such as through mobile phones, gadgets, and the 
internet, is that it can be used as a medium to preserve regional culture including the Balinese 
language. Nowadays, many multimedia activists are creating content about Balinese culture 
which is formatted in an interesting manner, uses the Balinese language, and is made available 
on the internet and social media services. Indirectly the content will introduce and teach the 
local language of Bali to the community, especially children who are just learning the Balinese 
language.
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INTRODUCTION
Along with the development of the era, science and technology, the pattern of life of people 
in the world has changed a lot. It can not be denied again in this globalization era the world 
is growing in all aspects of life, as well as in the field of social culture. In the life of human 
socio-cultural problems is an important issue, because all people living in this world have 
sociocultural behavior that must be different from each other.

The lifestyles of our society have undergone much change, to the culture and behavior of 
modern life. Modern behavior is not only the property of the rich or urban people, but also 
imitated by the lower classes and villagers. Changes in modern lifestyle is as a direct result 
of the development of multimedia technology/digital, such as internet, gadgets, television 
and other media. Technological advances have played a role not less with their persistent 
“persuasion” and “seduction” to stimulate social and cultural change in society.

Mangunwijaya (1983: 26), suggests that technology tends to allow for large-scale transformation 
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in human life. The transformation has led to a change in patterns of human communication, 
which is essentially interpersonal relations. Face to face meetings can be carried out in great 
distances through the image stage (image to image).

Many forms of multimedia technology that we know, such as mobile phones (mobile phones), 
gadgets, i-pad, internet, wifi, and others. Multimedia technology in the form of mobile phones 
and gadgets is the most unique and interesting phenomenon in its use. Mobile phones and 
gadgets are easy to carry anywhere now no longer know the age and the circle, even now 
called mobile phones have become “populist technology”. The use of mobile phones and 
gadgets is a very important necessity for today’s life that requires high mobility. The facilities 
contained therein are not just limited to phone functions and SMS (short messages service) 
only. Mobile phones and gadgets can be used as a means of business, storage of various data, 
music/entertainment facilities, even as a tool to convey information. This makes mobile phones 
and gadgets one of the most actual developments in multimedia technology in the world over 
the last five years.

Badwilan (2004: 37), in his writing about the social aspect of mobile phones (Secret Behind 
Mobile) states there are at least five implications of the use of mobile phones. First, against 
every individual who uses the phone. Second, to the interactions between individuals. Third, 
against face-to-face meetings. Fourth, against a group or organization. Furthermore, the fifth 
is the system of relationships in organizations and community institutions.

A technology is essentially created to make human life easier and more convenient. The rapid 
technological advances of today make virtually no field of human life free from their use, either 
directly or indirectly. Along with the flow of globalization with the demand for rapid information 
exchange, the role of technology becomes very important. Consciously unconscious we 
have been in hegemony by the technology products, which makes the functional value of the 
product is transformed into aesthetic value (prestige). Consumer culture and technological 
developments also greatly affect the pattern of social and cultural life in society.

In addition to the above impact, we can not deny that technology has an important role in 
human life, such as multimedia technology that comes from mobile phones, television, internet 
and so forth. Through these media we can preserve the culture and noble values of our 
nation, including the local language. This is where multimedia technology can play its role in 
preserving the Balinese language through Balinese content that we can easily get through 
internet, television and the other of social media.

From the description above, the formulation of the issues raised in this article is: what is the 
role of multimedia technology in preserving the Balinese language?

DISCUSSION
Technology is a scientific method for achieving practical, applied science or can also be translated 
as an overall means to provide the goods necessary for the continuity and convenience of 
human life. Technology evolves into something that is understood as the composition of 
knowledge to achieve practical goals or can be called also implemented.

Along with technological developments, cultural dominant, political and economic can master 
from large units to small units. Large units of the country, small units to individuals. It should be 
realized that hegemony can now be understood as the dominance of the culture of developed 
countries to developing countries. So hegemony is not solely in the form of oppression/mastery 
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physically, but can mastery discourse. The hegemony of discourse is dangerous, because 
man is not aware that he has hegemonic. One form of domination or hegemony of developed 
country discourse against developing countries is in the field of multimedia technology.

In summary, Vaughan (2004) said that multimedia technology is a combination of computer 
technology both hardware and software with other electronic technology to deliver an interactive 
information. The development and utilization of multimedia technology is widely used in almost 
all aspects of the activity. Examples of information delivery media are text, photographic 
images, video, music, animation (moving images), or the internet. Multimedia technology can 
combine multiple information delivery media, such as combining images with sound, or with 
other data in one medium. This merger produces a multimedia system so that the delivery of 
information is more interesting and interactive than using one medium only.

Many forms of multimedia technology that we know today, such as mobile phones, gadgets, 
i-pad, internet, wifi, and the others. The use of multimedia products, especially mobile phones 
and gadgets now not only as a means of communication alone, but also encourage the formation 
of interaction completely different from the face-to-face interaction. Here the interaction formed 
then “accelerated” the process through voice and text or writing (Badwilan, 2004: 12). This is 
different from the former so-called “telepathy” (communication between two human beings 
who are not dependent on the place) and has become the ordinary real manifestation, which 
can be done by anyone.

Budyatna (2005: 34), argued that the most ideal form of communication approach is transactional, 
where the communication process is seen as a very dynamic and reciprocal process. Here 
Budyatna sees that with the emergence of the use of mobile phones and gadgets affect the 
transactional process. Often dynamic and reciprocal communication is perceived to decrease 
in quality and quantity in face-to-face interactions. There are many phenomenon which is not 
uncommon individuals prefer to play or use the phone/gadget, although he was in the middle 
of an activity or socialization with the people around him. This shows that the use of mobile 
phones and gadgets that were originally intended to facilitate the conversation and reduce the 
cost of spending, it is sometimes the opposite.

Another negative impact of mobile and gadget usage is that it stands out on the psychological 
and social aspects. The large circulation of images and pornographic videos is now considered 
a common thing in data traffic communication via mobile phones. In addition, SMS messages 
that give the impression of racism and elements of racial in it can threaten and destroy the 
life of a particular community or group, especially among teenagers. Of the many negative 
impacts arising from the advancement of multimedia technology, we can not deny that such 
technological advances have an important role in human life. Through these media we can 
preserve the culture and noble values of our nation, including the local language. This is 
where multimedia technology can play its role, including in the preservation of the Balinese 
language.

At this time the Balinese language increasingly marginalized and seemed to be the language 
‘’foreign’’ for the Balinese themselves. His position as a language linguafranca (language 
intercourse daily) increasingly squeezed and began to be replaced by the Indonesian language, 
even other foreign languages. In fact, the pessimistic expression of some observers of ethnic 
languages that the ‘’ breath ‘’ of the Balinese language is only a generation only because 
failed to give birth to a new generation of speakers. If this phenomenon continues, then the 
permanent ‘’death’’ of the Balinese language is counting the days.
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Similar phrases also came from Balinese Language Lecturer Faculty of Letters and Culture 
Udayana University Drs. I Dewa Gede Windu Sancaya, M.Hum. According to him, the 
predictions of ethnic language experts that of course will never become real if all components 
of the community have a unanimous commitment to save the legacy of the Balinese ancestor’s 
ancestors. “From now on, the conservation commitment that accompanied the real action must 
be rolled out. Do not delay anymore. In my opinion, formal education institutions or schools 
are the most effective medium because in this educational institution the younger generation 
of successor to the heyday of cultural arts and customs of Bali gather”, said Windu Sancaya to 
Bali Post, Thursday (17/09/2015).

Windu Sancaya asserted, it is an absolute obligation of the government to maintain and maintain 
the existence of regional languages that grow and develop in Indonesia. It is expressly a 
mandate of the 1945 Constitution which states that the government must protect the regional 
languages well. One of the forms of protection is by carrying out teaching or local language 
education in formal institutions. ‘’Remember, the protection of the existence of regional 
languages is a mandate of the Constitution. The same thing would apply to local governments 
in Bali who have an absolute obligation to preserve the existence of the Balinese language”, 
firm Windu Sancaya.

He said, local governments must support the education of Balinese language is still given in 
formal educational institutions from elementary level, junior high school to high school/vocational 
school. In order for the material can be conveyed properly, of course must be supported by 
the presence of modules/teaching materials are good too. In this context, Windu Sancaya 
requested that the Bali Education, Youth and Sports Department (Disdikpora) involve Balinese 
language experts, both academicians and traditional experts in the preparation of the module. 
Do not entrust fully to that group of teachers. “In planning the module or teaching materials of 
Balinese language education, the local government ideally involves all relevant stakeholders. 
That way, the Balinese language education format will be more structured and systematized so 
that the final target of Balinese language education that can be realized optimally”, he said.

The above phrase is a concern of us all as a society that is concerned with the cultural heritage 
of the region, especially in the presence of Balinese language. We are currently living in the 
era of globalization with the support of technological advances, it is appropriate to take part 
in preserving the Balinese language. Relevant and highly effective technology to support 
it is multimedia technology with a variety of products, such as: internet, television, mobile 
phones and others. Multimedia is currently popular among children and adolescents because 
it can access interesting content such as videos, pictures, music, and so forth. This is what is 
currently used by some people who care about “marginalisasi” regional languages, especially 
the Balinese language. They make Balinese content, such as short videos, caricatures, funny 
stories, learning Balinese letters, which are packed with interesting and disseminated via the 
internet and other social media. In a relatively short period of time, the content is usually “viral” 
because it is widely accessible to the public, including among children and adolescents.

The viral of Balinese content will have a positive impact on preservation of Balinese language 
among children and adolescents, because indirectly every day they will be faced with the 
Balinese language every time they access the internet or social media. If this happens 
continuously, an impossible thing that the Balinese language will always awake sustainability.
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CONCLUSIONS 
The development of technology in this era of globalization is certainly accompanied by negative 
impact on the development of a country. However, a positive impact will always accompany, as 
is the case with the development of multimedia technology.

Negative impacts arising from the development of multimedia technology in the field of social 
and cultural, among others: reducing the social nature of adolescents because they tend to 
prefer to connect via the internet/mobile phone than in meet in person. From changing social 
characteristics can lead to changes in adolescent patterns in interacting. Another negative 
impact of mobile and gadget usage is that it stands out on the psychological and social aspects. 
The large circulation of images and pornographic videos is now considered a common thing 
in data traffic communication via mobile phones. In addition, SMS messages that give the 
impression of racism and elements of racial in it can threaten and destroy the life of a particular 
community or group, especially among teenagers.

In addition to the negative impacts above, we can not deny that technology has an important 
role in human life, such as multimedia technology that comes from mobile phones, television, 
internet and so forth. Through these media we can preserve the culture and noble values of 
our nation, including the local language. This is where multimedia technology can play its role 
in the preservation of the Balinese language through the multimedia content of Bali language 
that we can easily get through the internet, television and other social media. The content is 
usually a short video, funny story, learn to write, which of course uses the language of Bali that 
is packaged quite interesting. With these contents, indirectly the internet users, mobile phones, 
social media, knowing the existence of the local language.
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